CIRCULAR

No: C3/2026
Date: June 2026 BOWLS
To: Club Administrators and National Umpires

NEW SOUTH WALES

Re: Orbitals and Umpire’s Kits

Orbitals 3600 Measure

Currently the Orbital Measure is still used by umpires in many clubs within the Bowls NSW jurisdiction. The
Orbital Measure was designed to be used to conduct measures on grass greens. However, as with many clubs
in Australia, there is an increasing number of clubs replacing their grass greens with synthetic or carpet greens.

Despite the introduction of the Laser Measures, which can be used on all playing surfaces, many clubs have
preferred to maintain the Orbital Measure rather than purchasing the Laser Measure.

Clubs who continue to use the orbital after the installation of synthetic a green/s have made alterations to their
orbital. The alterations that have been made:

1. The pins on the bottom of the orbital have been removed and replaced with an abrasive material to
help secure the orbital.

2. As the jack which is used on synthetic greens is larger, the opening in the plastic section of the orbital
lid has been enlarged to allow the lid to be closed onto the body of the orbital.

3. All modifications made to the orbitals must be approved by Bowls Australia. As there has been no

modifications approved, the modified orbitals are no longer an approved device, therefore they must
not be used by National Umpires or Measurers in any level of bowls within Australia.

Abrasive Material
Not approved

The whole in the middle of
the plastic enlarged
Not approved

Clubs that are in the process of replacing their green/s with a synthetic surface, may need to investigate the
following:

1. The purchase of a Laser Measure, the State Umpires Committee recommends the Bowlsline Australia
Laser Measure.
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2. If the club wishes to continue to use the orbital the following removable system can be used as there is
no modification to the orbital:
a. The removable 4mm spacer disc:
i.  the 4mm spacer is placed on the bottom of the orbital
ii. the orbital is placed over the jack.
iii. thejackis secured and the lid of the orbital is closed onto the orbital body.

iv. the measure is conducted.
v. after the completion of the measure, the lid is open and the secure bolts are unscrewed,

and the orbital is lifted off the jack.
vi. The 4mm spacer is not required on grass greens.

3. The spacer has:
i. six holes drilled into the spacer to accommodate the pins.
ii. the centre opening is the same size as the opening on the bottom of the orbital.

4, Please note: the spacer must not be permanently fixed to the base of the orbital in any way.

. Holes in the spacer

View of the spacer
on the orbital

Participants in Lawn Bowls should feel confident that accredited officials are using Bowls Australia-approved
equipment suited to accurate and reliable measurement.

Please note that all equipment used by an accredited National Official for measuring, plus equipment used to
determine if a bowl or jack is in play or out of play, must be Bowls Australia approved.

Non approved modifications to approved equipment removes the original approval, therefore that equipment
must not be used by National Umpires or Measurers.
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Umpire’s Kit

Law 54 deals with the minimum equipment that should be available. There is a range of equipment available
for Measurers and Umpires. Measurers and Umpires should ensure that their Club’s equipment is sufficiently
comprehensive to cover measuring and other situations that might arise. Law 54.9 states: For Domestic play,
Member National Authorities can approve the type of measuring equipment for carrying out umpire’s duties.
Link for the list of Recommended Equipment and Documentation can be found by:

e Go to the Bowls NSW Website

e Click on GetlInvolved.

e Click on Officiating.

e Scroll down to Resources for Officials & Players.
e (lick on the Umpires Kit

e There are two links:

Recommended Equipment and Documentation.
Basic Equipment and Documentation

If you have any further questions, please direct them via umpires@bowlsnsw.com.au

Kind regards,

Alan Clarke

Chair State Umpires Committee
Bowls NSW

Phone: 0427 723 758
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