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CIRCULAR 
No: C1/2026  
Date: 23rd February 2026 
To: National Officials and Club Administrators 
Re: Laser Measures   

To all National Officials (Markers, Measurers & National Umpires) and Club Administrators 

Currently, five (5) laser measures are approved by Bowls Australia for use at all levels of Lawn 
Bowls competitions within the jurisdiction of Bowls Australia by National Officials and 
International Technical Officials (ITOs). Of these, two laser measures are most commonly used by 
National Officials: 

• Bowlsline Australia Laser Measure (formerly Bowlsline)
• Impulse Laser Measure

Over the past 12–18 months, the State Umpires Committee (SUC) has considered feedback from 
National Officials, International Technical Officials (ITOs), and SUC members, together with 
practical officiating experience, in reviewing the performance characteristics of laser measuring 
devices used in competition. 

The SUC acknowledges that clubs and officials currently use a range of Bowls Australia 
approved laser measuring devices. Unless restrictions are imposed by Bowls Australia, all 
approved laser measures may be used in the following Bowls NSW State Championship Events: 

• State Pennants (Platinum Pennant, Open State Pennant, Men’s Pennant, Women’s
Pennant)

• Club Major Singles, Pairs, Triples & Fours Championships
• State Championships
• State Senior Championships
• State Junior Championships
• Para State Championships
• State Open Reserve Championships
• Inter-Region Sides Championships
• Senior Inter-Region Sides Championship
• Junior Inter-Region Sides Championship
• Champion of Club Champions Singles & Pairs
• State Mixed Pairs
• State Rookies Singles and Pairs

Australian Indoor Singles Championship (NSW Qualifying)
• State Over 40s Pairs
• Women’s State Carnival
• Such other events as may be declared Championship Events by Bowls NSW.
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Although all Bowls Australia-approved laser measures may be used when officiating at Bowls NSW 
State Championship Events, the State Umpires Committee’s preferred device is the Bowlsline 
Australia Laser Measure (formerly Bowlsline). 
  
This preference is based on the following functional features: 
  

• Capability to calibrate to four (4) decimal places, allowing very fine measurement      
resolution 

• Strong screen visibility in both indoor and bright outdoor conditions 
• Clear target visibility in varying light conditions 
• Consistent performance across a wide range of officiating environments 

  
For these reasons, the SUC considers this device well suited to high-level officiating where 
precision and visibility are important. 
  
Participants in lawn bowls should feel confident that accredited officials are using Bowls   
Australia-approved equipment suited to accurate and reliable measurement. 
  
Please note that all equipment used by an accredited National Official for measuring, plus 
equipment used to determine if a bowl or jack is in play or out of play, must be Bowls Australia 
approved. 
  
If you have any further questions, please direct them to umpires@bowlsnsw.com.au 

 
 
 
 

Best regards, 

 
Alan Clarke  
Chair, State Umpires Committee  
Bowls New South Wales Ltd  
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