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President’s Report 
The aim of the Board this year was to continue establishing 
a strong base on which to sustain our sport. All directors, 
committee members and staff met in October 2022 to 
discuss the way forward. Previous work in this was not 
yielding results so we knew major change was required 
and we would be faced with opposition from those not 
recognising that this needs to happen. Our prime focus 
has been on communication, governance, partnerships 
and basic practices and procedures.

Communication was the biggest concern of members. We 
have doubled the direct access to members, correcting the 
information on the database, by working with individual 
members and club secretaries to update information. 
More members are now receiving information first hand, 
rather than relying on clubs to disseminate information. 
This is an ongoing issue and will continue to remain a focus. 
We now have a staff member dedicated to supporting 
any member in Bowlslink. More effective, regular staff 
meetings, committee meetings and cross-committee 
meetings have resulted in an increased understanding 
of roles and how they fit into the organisation. Directors 
and staff have been actively involved with clubs, districts 
and zones across the state to hear firsthand about their 
issues to provide a full understanding on which to base 
decision making. March saw the first Member Conference 
which was online. Positive feedback resulted in plans for a 
face to face conference to be held in November providing 
opportunity for more ‘hands on’ experiences and to meet 
and talk with like-minded people.

How all sport is governed is changing. Increasingly, all 
sporting organisations are being held accountable for their 
governance. We continue to work towards maintaining 
the model of governance principles as recommended by 
the AIS. Our major area of change in governance is the 
unification of Zones and Districts, resulting from a meeting 
with Zones and District representatives in October 2022 
when they requested for unification to occur at their 
level. A working party was established to ensure that this 
occurs by 30 June 2024. Thanks go to the Zone and District 
officials and individual respondents for their continued 
input and to the working party for their regular meetings 
to progress so far.

Our partnerships have strengthened and grown. We’ve 
continued to strengthen our links with sporting, commercial 
and government agencies at all levels. This includes working 
with Bowls Australia, Australian State Bowls Bodies, Sport 
NSW, Clubs NSW, other NSW Government departments, 
and forming direct relationships with Club Managers at the 

Australian Gaming Expo. This year has seen an increase in 
the number of partnerships to support clubs and members. 
We would like to thank all our sponsors and partners for 
their ongoing support: KENO, Cabra Bowls, TAB, BCiB, 
and Australian Super. While not in an official partnership, 
we also worked with P&O Cruises and the NRL to share 
exclusive deals to Bowls NSW Members. Increase in entries 
to events can only grow through the bowls partnerships, 
support and work of club coordinators, secretaries, and the 
NSW Regional Bowls Managers. This is an essential aspect 
of sustaining and growing our sport and we acknowledge 
the tremendous work done by each of them.

Practices and Procedures across the organisation have been 
and continue to be scrutinised for avenues of improvement 
with the aim of improving customer satisfaction, better 
running of the sport and being fiscally responsible. 
Outsourcing our finances, new financial software and 
changes to staff roles have streamlined practices and 
reduced costs. We acknowledge and thank Greg Helm and 
Anne Johns, who completed their contracts as joint CEOs, 
for their many years of leading our Sport and unifying 
WBNSW and RNSWBA. New staff members include CEO 
Tim Rowe, who brings experiences from a different sport, 
finance and commercial background to lead our dedicated 
staff.

Our volunteers are the backbone of our sport. Thank you 
to everyone who volunteers, including our state committee 
members. Whether you have a title or not, you are equally 
appreciated. We especially acknowledge and congratulate 
volunteer Noel Raines who was nominated and recognised 
by Sport NSW and OAM recipients Joan Ryan, Kevin Clifton, 
Henry Mikasukis, Elizabeth Nalder and Ron Palmer for their 
services to our Sport.

It’s clear that while we have made progress to stabilise our 
sport, we need to continue to work on these areas. We still 
need more direct contact with more members from whom 
input and opinions are not only welcome but necessary. A 
step towards this is the Member Conference and the plans 
for greater interaction at events across the state. None 
of this is achievable without our grass roots volunteers at 
every level. We hope to continue to support each other, 
working together to move our sport forward.

Dilys Kindleysides 
Bowls NSW  - President
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CEO Report 
Dear members, 

Being new to the role here at Bowls NSW, it has been, and 
continues to be, my privilege to lead this organisation. 
We have passed through a significant period of change 
as we continue to find our feet and define our ways of 
working post-unification of our previous administrations. 
This has proven challenging to navigate in some instances, 
however, rewarding in others as we can see just how far 
we have come in such a short period of time. 

I have spent time travelling to regional / metro Bowls Clubs 
and communities, attending Zone and District meetings 
and hearing from our members across various parts of our 
State. This feedback has been critical to the direction we 
have taken and continues to inform our future decision 
making. I have appreciated how incredibly driven and 
committed our membership base is, and I have been blown 
away by the lengths that our officials and volunteers go 
to across our State to ensure our sport remains alive and 
well. This has been my favourite part of the role to date – 
getting to know our members and seeing the incredible 
work you all perform for our sport.  

From an administrative perspective, modernising the way 
we operate, and future-proofing our operations is at the 
forefront of all our decision making at present. We have 
adopted new technology which we hope and trust you are 
starting to see the benefits of, such as taking many of our 
manual forms and processes online. This not only simplifies 
the workload for our volunteers and staff, it reduces our 
environmental footprint as an organisation.

In addition to the above, reviewing our Governance 
structure has been at the forefront of my mind. We as 
a sport experience a number of large pressures such as 
declining membership and clubs closing. We have been 
operating off a dated sport Governance model and it is 
critical we get this framework right for the future. This 
commenced with the unification of our two Associations 
and has now extended to the unification of our Zone & 
District administrations. We are in the process of reforming 
our Zone and Districts structures to drive efficiency 
across the administration of our sport. In doing this, I 
am confident this will allow us to find ways to innovate 
through the introduction of new formats, our investment 
into amplification of our sport and redefining our current 
sporting pathways. Obviously, these large Governance 
changes will take time to implement and we appreciate 
your support as we continue to address these. 

We have spent time seeking out commercial partners who 
can bring value back to our membership and we have 
been excited to announce some innovative partnerships 
such as our ongoing relationship with P&O cruises, the 
announcement of our member discounts through a 
relationship with Accor Hotels, and the activation of our 
TAB relationship. On the periphery, we have also spent time 
strengthening our industry partnerships with groups such 
as the Australian Turf Club, The NRL & Cricket Australia and 
we will continue to deliver special offers for you across this 
space. 

Most importantly, we have had an incredibly busy year 
of operational sport delivery. I am incredibly proud of my 
very small team here at Bowls Head Office just in terms of 
their output and the delivery of events. Many don’t get the 
chance to see the volume of work that is performed from 
our office and the volume and intricacies of the events 
that the team deliver, but I wanted to say a very special 
thank you to my team for their efforts in driving our event 
schedule forward. 

In addition, I’m very proud and inspired by our State 
representative players who continually push the Boundaries 
and achieve incredible results for us on the green wearing 
the mighty Blues uniform.  

I wanted to thank our committees for their hard and 
ongoing work across our Match, Junior, Selection, Umpire 
and Zone & District Unification portfolios. You provide us 
with invaluable guidance and operational outputs, and I 
appreciate you all. 

Finally, to you, our members, you have welcomed me 
very kindly into the Bowls community and for that I am 
entirely grateful. You continue to inspire me through your 
hard work and commitment to our sport. I am excited for 
the coming 12 months in this role and I look forward to 
achieving some strong results in partnership with you all 
into the future. 

Go the mighty Blues! 

Tim Rowe 
Bowls NSW  - CEO
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Match Committee Report 
The 2022-23 season witnessed the administration of our 
great game return to some form of normality after the 
dreaded COVID pandemic and I would like to congratulate 
all the State Champions in the numerous events that were 
contested last July which were hosted brilliantly by Figtree 
Sports, Towradgi Park and Wiseman Park Wollongong City 
Bowling Clubs and congratulations to all of the BNSW 
members who participated in events from District and 
Zone levels because without your support we cannot stage 
these championships.

To all of the other clubs throughout NSW that hosted State 
events: 

• Dubbo  - Junior Seven-A-Side
• Warilla - NSW vs Vic Test Series and the Junior State

Championships
• Grandviews  - State Over 40’s
• Club Maitland City and Lorn Park  - Open and Senior

Inter Zones
• Raymond Terrace  - State Rookie Finals in Singles and

Pairs
• Cabramatta, Cabra-Vale Diggers, Club Merrylands,

Club Mt Lewis and St Johns Park - Champion of Club
Champions Singles and Pairs.

Our thanks also to the clubs that hosted State Pennant 
Finals.

Open Pennant
• Grade 1 – Forster
• Grade 2 – Ballina and Byron Bay
• Grade 3 – Club Charlestown & Club Lambton
• Grade 4 – South Tamworth & West Tamworth

& North Tamworth
• Grade 5 – West Dubbo & Macquarie Dubbo
• Grade 6 – Warilla
• Grade 7 – NBC Sports (Northmead) & Dundas

Sports
Women’s Pennant

• Division 1 – Port City & Lake Cathie Bowling Clubs
• Division 2– Taren Point Bowling Club
• Division 3 – Bomaderry Bowling Club
• Division 4 – Valentine & Marks Point Bowling Clubs

Men’s Pennant 
• Division 1– Port City & Lake Cathie Bowling Clubs
• Division 2 – Cabramatta & Mt Lewis Bowling Clubs
• Division 3 – Club Dubbo & Macquarie Dubbo

Bowling Clubs
• Division 4 – Warilla Bowling & Recreation Club.

Congratulations to the winners, runners up and participants 
of all these events. 

With the 2023-24 Bowling season now in full swing the 
State Match Committee awaits the introduction of the new 
competition boundary realignment and the challenges it 
will bring to the bowling Calendar and Conditions of Play. 

I can assure all members that the State Match Committee 
are working very hard to try and get some consistency to 
the Bowls Calendar so all members can plan ahead, but 
previously with COVID and changing to a financial year 
Calendar and now with the new competition Boundaries 
it may be a few years away before we have a consistent 
season.   

In closing I would like to thank Jackson Boulden, David 
Dilworth, Brian Gibson and George Jamieson, all of who 
did not reapply for the committee, for all their hard work 
and sacrifice they made to the SMC, also to Robyn Lewis, 
Jennifer Palmer, John Roberts, Helen Schwencke and Jan 
Wiltshire for their continued commitment to the SMC and 
we welcome Kane Coulls, Toni Oliver and Peter Schroeder 
and thank them for the time they have volunteered during 
their role on the SMC. 
I must also thank the outgoing Staff from BNSW for their 
help and support of the SMC along with the current staff 
members and CEO Tim Rowe. 

While some may not agree, I can guarantee that the 
members of the SMC are working hard to guide our 
game in the right direction and we all look forward to the 
challenges ahead.    

Warren Shipley  
State Match Committee  - Chair
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Selection Committee Report 
A unified Selection panel of 8 assembled to select the 
Mighty Blues representative Sides for 2023.
The Committee Members being Pam Hockings, Jenny 
Palmer, Jilly Bird, Peter Foster, Trevor Imer, Greg Harris, 
Clay Parker & Chairperson Rex Johnston.
All Committee Members had an input into the selection of 
both Women’s & Men’s representative Sides which worked 
out well.

Results for the Annual clash with Queensland was a mixed 
bag: 

• Women’s Open Side 0 -3 Win to QLD
• Men’s Open Side 2 -1 Win to NSW
• Girl’s Under 25s Draw QLD Retain Shield
• Guy’s Under 25s 1 -2 Win to QLD
• Women’s Over 40s 1-2 Win to QLD
• Men’s Over 40s Draw NSW retain Shield

All matches were hard fought and gave the Selectors an 
insight into how tough it is to win.
Results for the Annual clash with Victoria was a great warm 
up for National Sides Championships:

• Women’s Open Sides 3 -2 Win to NSW
• Men’s Open Sides 4 -1 Win to NSW
• Women’s Senior Side 3 -2 Win to NSW
• Men’s Senior Side Draw VIC Retain Shield

The Blue-Ribbon event the Australian Sides Championships 
was the last fixture on the calendar and was a great result 
for NSW.

• The Women’s Open side won the Silver Medal with
the Gold to Victoria. It was a gutsy result for NSW
beating Queensland in the last game to knock them
out of Gold and leapfrogging them to Silver.

• The men’s Open side won the Gold Medal & Alley
Shield beating Queensland in the last test; both
sides were undefeated going into the final Test. The
Men’s Open side only lost 1 Rink in the seven Tests
played, that by only 1 shot. A scintillating Result.

• NSW won the overall Trophy again a big result.
• The Women’s Senior Side was dead unlucky failing

by 2.5 points to win the Gold medal. Their score was
good enough to win the Silver medal a great result.

• The Men’s Senior Side won 3 and lost 4 to come
home in 5th place.

Whilst not a part of our Selection duties we are very aware 
of the talent in the Mighty Junior Blues, especially  their 
magnificent performance at the Nationals. Bowls NSW  & 
the Mighty Blues future looks Good. 

On behalf of my Committee, I wish to congratulate all NSW 
Mighty Blues Representative Bowlers on a job well done. 

Rex Johnston 
State Selection Committee  - Chair
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Umpires Committee Report 
During the term of the current State Umpires Committee 
(SUC) the committee has had 3 meetings in the Bowls NSW 
Ltd Board room with the remaining monthly meetings 
being held via ZOOM.  At our last meeting in Sydney in 
June 2023, the SUC resolved to conduct all our meetings 
via ZOOM unless other wise instructed by Bowls NSW.  The 
reason for the decision was to reduce the cost of travel and 
possible accommodation.

During our January 2023 meeting, the SUC set the 
priority for 2023: to conduct Presenter & Assessor 
(P&A) Reaccreditation Courses to clear the backlog of 
Reaccreditations that were required.  Since April 2023 and 
by the end of the end of October 2023, the SUC will have 
conducted courses in 12 Zones (this includes the Districts 
within the Zones).  However, due to commitments of the 
SUC members and members within the remaining 5 Zones 
the Reaccreditations will not be completed until the first 
week of February 2024.  As there was no set course and also 
due to the new procedures, the SUC formulated a course 
to ensure that all members seeking P&A Reaccreditation 
were given the same instruction during the course.  I 
am very proud to announce that the SUC has constantly 
received very positive feedback from the courses.

2023 started with the news that the Umpire’s database was 
corrupt. However, due to months of hard work, Jess (staff 
member) was able to retrieve the information and set up 
a more secure database.  I cannot thank her enough for 

her hard and diligent work, and this work is being carried 
on by Selam (staff member).  Another plus for the SUC and 
the administration of Officiating Courses has been the set 
up of the Jotform system by the CEO and Courtney (staff 
member).  This system has streamlined the Application 
process for Accreditation and Reaccreditation of Officials.

Also in 2023, the SUC attended the 2022-23 State 
Championships in the Illawarra Area, a great learning curve 
for the SUC, plus a great opportunity for the SUC to liaise 
with the Officials in that area.

Apart from continuing the work of the SUC, a priority the 
SUC has set is to modernize the Officiating page on the 
Bowls NSW website. This will be done by modernizing the 
setup, making it more informative and easier to navigate. 
In the term of the current SUC I wish to thank the CEO and 
all the staff at Bowls NSW for their generous support and 
guidance to the SUC.  I also wish to thank the President 
and Board of Bowls NSW for their support. Finally, I wish to 
thank the members of SUC for their work commitment to 
maintaining the high level of Officiating and the training of 
Officials with NSW.    

Alan Clarke 
State Umpires Committee - Chair

Junior Committee Report 
Firstly I would like to thank the committee members for 
their dedication, commitment and passion in what turned 
out to be a year of challenge and change.

At the beginning of the year, the Committee resolved to 
not only meet their current “Terms of Reference” but to 
also undertake a wholesale review of junior and youth 
participation and development with an underlying theme 
of ‘encouraging a better understanding’. 
After months of research a document has been finalised 
‘Planning for the Next Generation’ with a subsequent 
report to the Board to support structural changes to effect 
better outcomes for our sport and junior athletes.  These 
positive changes wouldn’t have been possible without the 
encouragement from CEO Tim and President Dilys.

I leave the best to finish, to all of the young athletes that have 
participated in the State competition and development 
pathway programs, the committee congratulates all of 
you.  We consider every athlete that has come through 
these systems and programs are our Next Generation of 
Champions.

I have written this report as Chairman but also on behalf of 
the Junior Committee members, Sharyn Renshaw, Rebekah 
Lord, John Rodis, Gavin Holburn and Michael Wilks. 

Paul Sullivan 
State Junior Committee - Chair
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2022-23 State Champions 
Bowls NSW State Championships

Men’s Singles
Jack Lewis (Engadine) 

Men’s Pairs
Corey Wedlock & Gary Kelly (Warilla) 

Men’s Triples
Michael Phillips, Heath Lewis & Darren Morrison 

(Merrylands) 

Men’s Fours
Craig Donaldson, Mathew Pietersen, David Ferguson 

& Ben Twist (St Johns Park) 

Women’s Singles
Jessie Cottell (Cabramatta)

Women’s Pairs
Ellen Falkner & Karen Murphy (Cabramatta) 

Women’s Triples
Kate Matthews, Genevieve Delves  

& Natasha Van Eldik (Raymond Terrace) 

Women’s Fours
Jamie-Lee Worsnop, Ellen Falkner, Ellen Ryan 

& Karen Murphy (Cabramatta) 

Men’s Senior Singles
Kris Lehfeldt (Pottsville) 

Men’s Senior Pairs
Brian Suckley & Robbie Warren (Towradgi Park) 

Men’s Senior Triples
Brian Suckley, David Wakeling  

& Robbie Warren (Towradgi Park) 

Men’s Senior Fours
Harvey Phillips, Michael Kilkeary, Lindsay Langtry 

& Daryl Webster (Old Bar) 

Women’s Senior Singles
Joan Thomas (Forster) 

Women’s Senior Pairs
Kathryn Limond & Raweang Namutwong 

 (Charlestown)

Women’s Senior Triples
Jan Sutherland, Vacie McIntyre & Betty Herbertson 

(Soldiers Point) 

Women’s Senior Fours
Pamela Stephens, Alison Moxey, Maria Barrett 

& Vacie McIntyre (Soldiers Point) 

Open Reserve Singles
Kate Carriage (Nowra) 

Open Reserve Pairs
Allan Low & Dale Jeffery (Stuarts Point) 

Open Reserve Triples
Russell Manning, Darryl Bruest & Ben Gersbach 

(Temora Ex-Services) 

Open Reserve Fours
Trent Macpherson, Kosta Mitskof, Mark Hennen 

& Tony Trad (Figtree) 

Mixed Pairs
Mason Lewis & Anne Johns (Engadine)

Bowls NSW State Champion of Champions

Men’s Singles
Lee Schraner (Raymond Terrace) 

Men’s Pairs
Matt Baus & Lee Schraner (Raymond Terrace) 

Women’s Singles
Samantha Ferguson (Engadine) 

Women’s Pairs
Oosh Muncaster & Leisa Morgan (Kurri Kurri)

Bowls NSW Over 40’s State Finals
Winners 

Warren Shipley & Terry Antram (Soldiers Point)
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Bowls NSW Open State Pennant Finals 

Grade 1 - Raymond Terrace
Grade 2 - Raymond Terrace

Grade 3 - Wagga Rules
Grade 4 - St Johns Park

Grade 5 - Quirindi
Grade 6 - South Tamworth

Grade 7 - Ballina

Bowls NSW Men’s State Pennant Finals 

Division 1 - Raymond Terrace
Division 2 - Cabra-Vale Diggers

Division 3 - Guyra
Division 4 - Miller Park

Bowls NSW Women’s State Pennant Finals 

Division 1 - Cabramatta
Division 2 - Kurri Kurri

Division 3 - Yamba
Division 4 - Austral

Bowls NSW Junior State Championships 

Singles
Tim Thorning (Zone 3) 

Pairs
Jacob Aitken & Travis Moran (Zone 16) 

 
Fours 

Tarnee Ingram, Jacob Marin, Blayne Cook & Timothy 
Thorning (Zone 3)

Bowls NSW Rookies State Finals 

Singles
Peter Keatley (Malua Bay) 

Pairs
Bradley Clark & Rick Lucey (Cabra-Vale Diggers)

Hall of Fame Inductees 
Steve Glasson OAM 
Dorothy Roche OAM

Male Bowler of the Year 
Lee Schraner (Raymond Terrace)

Female Bowler of the Year 
Samantha Ferguson (Engadine)

 
Male Senior Bowler of the Year
Robbie Warren (Towradgi Park) 

Female Senior Bowler of the Year
Joan Thomas (Forster) 

 
Male Junior Bowler of the Year 

Tim Thorning (Gunnedah) 

Female Junior Bowler of the Year 
Reese Finn-Young (Merimbula)

 
Male Breakout Bowler of the Year 

Jack Lewis (Engadine)

Female Breakout Bowler of the Year 
Vacie McIntyre (Soldiers Point) 

 
Club of the Year 
Raymond Terrace 

 
Disability Bowler of the Year 

Geoff Seton (Leichhardt)

Volunteer of the Year 
Glenn Morrison (West Dubbo) 

Community Engagement Award 
Old Bar Beach 

Avalon Bowling Club / Northern Beaches  
Vision Impaired Group 

Club Administrator of the Year 
David Tyrrell (Windang) 

Greenkeeper of the Year
Sean Belotti (Figtree Sports)

2022-23 State Champions 

2022-23 Award Winners  
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Amortised cost

Impairment of financial assets 
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