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Westport & Warilla 
Dominate 2020 State 
Championships.
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Westport and Warilla capped an 
impressive start to the 2020 NSW State 
Championships.

Warilla claimed a third title, winning the 
State Fours Championship while Peter 
Taylor claimed his fourth State Champion 
badge winning the Senior Singles. 

Ben Twist prevented a clean sweep of the 
State (Open) Championships claiming the 
State Singles, while the Champion of Club 
Champion Pairs and State President’s 
Reserve Singles went to Engadine. 

Mona Vale captured the Senior Fours and 
Cabra Vale Diggers took out the State 
President’s Reserve Fours.
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Welcome
Welcome to the April edition of 
Bowls Buzz which highlights the 
amazing stories from around NSW. 

The 2020 State Championships and 
Champion of Champions competitions 
were wrapped up last month at Ettalong 
Bowling Club, 10 - 19 March. 

Warilla and Westport were the standout 
clubs in the competitions with Warilla 
winning the Open Fours, Pairs and Triples 
events and Westport taking home the 
Senior Pairs and Champion of Champions 
Singles trophies. 

The annual Quadrangular series was 
played at Warilla on 23 - 25 March 
between NSW, ACT, Norfolk Island and 
Lord Howe Island, with the trophy being 
won by NSW. 

Don’t forget to get your entries in for the 
men’s qualifying for the Australian Indoor 
Singles - entries close 12 April.

For more information please go online to 
our webpage - www.bowlsnsw.com.au or 
our Facebook page -  
www.facebook.com/bowlsnsw
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Champion of Club Champions Pairs

Engadine’s Craig Donaldson and Callum 
Murray captured the 2020 NSW State 
Champion of Club Champions Pairs with 
a dominant performance in the final to 
beat Brian Wilson and Martin Gosper 
(Forster).

The Engadine duo gained control of 
the final in the early stages and did 
not give their Forster adversaries any 
opportunities to get back into the match. 

The Cougars progressed to the final 
with a hard-fought semi-final victory 
over Cabramatta’s Matty Miles and Carl 
Healey. Donaldson and Murray edged 
ahead and then held firm in the closing 
ends to claim a 20-16 victory.

The Forster pairing accounted for 
Warilla’s Corey Wedlock and Aaron Teys 
in the semi-final. Wilson and Gosper just 
kept producing the results to tip out their 
more highly fancied opposition 24-14.

Forster went into their final section match 
in a commanding position after strong 

wins over Narrandera and Soldiers Point. 
Grenfell’s Steve Galvin and Gerard Beath 
stumbled in their opening encounter 
with Soldiers Point and needed to beat 
Forster by 17 shots to move to the top 
of the table. Grenfell lead by 16 after the 
penultimate end, but Forster scored a 
single on the last to claim the section by 
2 shots on countback.

Wedlock and Teys opened their sectional 
campaign with a strong win over Terrigal 
and then had a bye after illness forced 
a withdrawal from the event. Narrabri’s 
Cameron Yates and Sam Pryor beat 
Terrigal in the second round, making the 
round 3 clash an effective quarter final. 
Narrabri looked to have their passage to 
the knockout stage all but locked in when 
they surged to an incredible 17-1 lead. 
But from there Narrabri imploded and the 
Gorillas powered to a 24-18 victory.

Donaldson and Murray claimed their 
section with an impressive record. They 
had strong wins in Rounds 1 and 3 over 
Bowral and Milton Ulladulla. A hard 

Craig Donaldson & Callum Murray (Engadine)

Brian Wilson & Martin Gosper (Forster)

fought 22-18 victory of Kris Lehfeldt and 
Luke Jones of Ballina gave the Cougars 
the section with an undefeated record.

Cabramatta also progressed from the 
section with an undefeated record with 
wins over Westport, Pittwater and Club 
Maitland City.
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Action from Ettalong 
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Jamie Turner, Brendan Aquilina, Corey 
Wedlock and Aaron Teys claimed Warilla’s 
third 2020 NSW State Championship 
title when they won the State Fours 
Championship at Ettalong Bowling Club.

The Gorillas foursome were challenged 
in the opening stages of the final by 
Taren Point’s Kyle Hansen, Simon Lyttle, 
Chris Green and David Axon. The Gorillas 
gained momentum in the middle stages, 
powering to a 24-8 lead. The Point 
claimed the last 4 ends to close the 
score-line to 24-15. 

Warilla had a dramatic path to the final. 
Cabramatta’s Matt Brough, Gary Willis, 
Ray Pearse and Carl Healey held a lead 
from ends 3 to 20. A final end count of 4 
to Warilla locked the scores at 16 apiece 
and sent the semi-final to an extra end 
decider. Warilla claimed a single to claim 
passage to the final.

The other semi-final also had an 
extremely close finish. Taren Point held 
off a late charge from Raymond Terrace’s 

Shaun Richards, Tim Twining, Clinton 
Doust and Matt Sargeant to prevail 21-20. 

Warilla and Cabramatta qualified with 
three wins in sectional play. Taren Point 
and Kurri Kurri both won their opening 
matches against Nowra and Park Beach 
before playing out a third round draw. 
Kurri Kurri had single shot wins in both of 
their matches, The Point progressing with 
a superior for and against record. 

Raymond Terrace recovered from an 
opening round loss to Alstonville to 
record wins in their remaining sectional 
matches. Alstonville stumbled in their 
second round match, losing to Tuncurry 
Beach, Raymond Terrace claiming top 
place in a three-way countback with 
Alstonville and Tuncurry Beach courtesy 
of their massive Round 2 win over West 
Tamworth. 

Wayne Fletcher, Brad Landi, Mark 
Blackwood and Steve Clark of Mona Vale 
are the 2020 NSW State Senior Fours 
Champions after they defeated the 

Beresfield quartet of Grant Boyce, Max 
Dettlbacher, Colin Byron and Michael 
Brown 23-15 in the final.

Beresfield had a solid 27-20 semi-final 
win over Old Bar (Marko Pendelj, David 
O’Brien, David Brandt and Dennis Hoye) 
while Mona Vale edged out Terrigal 
(Terry Hughes, Garry Murphy, William 
Constantine and Tony Shoebridge) 18-16.

Cabra Vale Diggers claimed their second 
State President’s Reserve Championship 
for 2020 when Paul Crossan, Greg Page, 
Rick Lucey and Troy Allard claimed a 
narrow 23-21 final victory over East 
Cessnock (Frank Lole, Gregory Huth, 
Warren Parkinson and Steven Davies).

Cabra Vale Diggers ended the passage 
of the first female State finalist in reserve 
events when they beat Oak Flats 
foursome Tony Guarnaccia, Glen Cowley, 
Phil Straughan and Leanne Smith 26-15. 
East Cessnock accounted for Lindfield 
Rollers (Bob Paterson, Willie Mok, Ian 
Kimmorley and Phil Lewis) 24-15.

2020 State Championships – Fours    

Wayne Fletcher, Brad Landi, Mark Blackwood and Steve Clark 
(Mona Vale)

Paul Crossan, Greg Page, Rick Lucey and Troy Allard (Cabra Vale) 

Jamie Turner, Brendan Aquilina, Corey Wedlock and Aaron Teys ( Warilla) 
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After the opening two rounds were 
played at Ettalong on Wednesday 
(17 March), play in the State Singles 
Championships was affected by a 
deluge of rain. All play scheduled for the 
Thursday being washed out. With the 
cooperation of host Club Ettalong, play 
was transferred to Belmont Bowls & Golf 
Club on Friday (19 March) to complete 
Round 3 matches that would influence 
the section outcomes followed by the 
semi-finals and final.

Ben Twist claimed his second NSW State 
Singles Championship and denied Warilla 

a clean sweep of the (open) NSW State 
Championships when he beat Corey 
Wedlock 31-29, in a hard-fought final.

Twist started the final in great style and 
pushed out to an early 14-6 lead before 
Wedlock fought back to close within 2 
shots. Twist then appeared to have taken 
control of the match moving out to a 
26-15 lead before Wedlock found his 
rhythm and dominated the late scoring 
to lead 29-28. Twist then scored two 
singles to regain the lead. Twist drew a 
front toucher to force Wedlock to play 
an attacking shot which cannoned the 

toucher and jack next to each other 
in the ditch, leaving Wedlock a nearly 
impossible task to draw.

As well as being Runner Up in the 
State Singles, Wedlock had wins in the 
State Triples (with Brendan Aquilina 
and Gary Kelly) and Fours (with Jamie 
Turner, Aquilina and Aaron Teys) and 
was a semi-finalist in the Champion of 
Champions Pairs (with Teys).

Wedlock’s performance headlined 
an impressive performance Warilla 
dominance. Jeremy Henry and Teys 
won the State Pairs and Gary Kelly 
was Runner Up in the Champion of 
Champions Singles. An impressive haul 
of 3 State Champions, 2 Runners Up and 
a semi-final appearance in the 6 major 
events. 

Twist qualified for the final with a hard-
fought 31-24 win over Jai Whelan (Port 
City). Whelan and Luke Fleming (Austral) 
won both of their opening sectional 
matches, before Fleming forfeited the 
Round 3 match to hand Whelan the 
section.

Twist qualified through a  3 person 
section (due to player withdrawal), 
with strong wins over Darren Morrison 
(Bateau Bay) and Matt Sargeant 
(Raymond Terrace).

Wedlock progressed to the final after a 
31-21 win over Peter Taylor (Alstonville). 
Taylor wrapped up his section on 
countback with a solid Round 3 win after 
Joshua Andriske (Macquarie Dubbo) 
Justin Knight (Wee Waa) and Tony Wood 
(Merrylands) were locked at 1 win each 
from the opening two sectional matches. 

State Championships - Singles   

Ben Twist (St Johns Park)
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Peter Taylor (Westport) Travis Moran (Engadine)

Peter Taylor (Westport) added the NSW 
State Senior Singles to his Senior Pairs 
and Triples and Champion of Club 
Champions Singles to have four titles 
in 2020. Taylor claimed the singles with 
a 31-25 victory in the final over Phil 
Westcott (Ettalong).

Taylor wrapped up his section with a 
win over Brian Suckley (Wiseman Park 
Wollongong City) in an effective quarter 
final after both had previously recorded 
two sectional wins.

Westcott progressed with an undefeated 
record in his section, needing two wins 
after a withdrawal introduced a bye into 
his section.

Taylor reached the final with a 31-25 
victory over Terry Warder (Harbord). 
Warder progressed on countback in a 
withdrawal affected section. Warder, 
Dennis Williams (Inverell Sporties) and 
Noel James (Tuncurry Beach) each had 
one win, Warder with a big win and 
narrow loss taking the countback for the 
section.

Westcott qualified for the final with a 31-
25 win over Brandon Conway (Double 
Bay). Conway recovered from a first 
round loss with two victories to take the 

section on countback over Ken Snowdon 
(Merimbula) and Eric Ryan (Raymond 
Terrace) after all three finished with two 
wins. 

Travis Moran (Engadine) became the 
youngest player to win a NSW State 
Championship when he took out the 
State President’s Reserve Singles beating 
Andrew Weaver (Castle Hill) 31-25 in the 
final. 

Moran qualified for the final with a gutsy 
31-28 victory over Allan Low (Stuarts 
Point ) while Weaver beat  Shane Davis 
(Wisemans Ferry) 31-25.

Moran and Weaver and Davis qualified 
for the knockout stage with 3 wins from 
their three sectional matches. 

Paul Ryan (Terrigal) recorded a win over 
Low in the third sectional match but 
could not bridge the for and against 
record and finished second in the 
section. Tony Walters (Scone) recorded a 
third round win to end the hopes of the 
other junior in the Reserve Singles field, 
Dustyn Allen (Wee Waa). 

State Championships - Singles   

To view the live streamed 
matches from the State 
Championships go online to 

www.facebook.com/bowlsnsw  
or 
www.nswbowls.golive.events
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Action From Ettalong 
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Is your club paying too 
much on energy bills?

We continue to save NSW 
Bowling Clubs thousands 
with our FREE energy 
comparison service

* Between 01/01/20 – 31/12/20 on average Bowls NSW clubs who did an energy comparison and switched with Make it Cheaper found $3,995 in savings.
© Make It Cheaper Pty Ltd 2020. ABN 29138847757 of Level 5, 100 William Street, Woolloomooloo, 2011, NSW

(02) 8880 5510 bowls-nsw.MIC.Energy

Find out what your club could save

Save in 3 easy steps:

Have your bill handy for a speedy service

Average 
savings of 
$3,995

for clubs who 
switched*

Bowls NSW’s Energy Partner

1. Leave your details for a 
FREE energy comparison

3. If you like the savings, we manage 
the transfer to your new energy plan

2. An energy expert will 
be in touch to find 
what you could save



2020 State Championships 
Fun Facts - Wrap Up

• 14 championships
• 528 players
• 378 matches
• 31 games Live Streamed 
• 27 clubs featured in the Live 

Stream
• 823,000 total views
• 4,187,621 minutes viewed
• Streams were shared  1182 

times
• Average number of peak 

live viewers per match - 754 
individuals

2020 State Championships Played at Ettalong Memorial 15 - 19 Feb and 15 - 19 March 2021.
Go to www.bowlsnsw.com.au for full scores and  live Streams.  
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New South Wales wins the 
Quadrangular series!

The Quadrangular series, contested 
between NSW, ACT, Lord Howe and 
Norfolk Island was played at Warilla 
Bowling Club from 23 to 25 March. 

The series pits sides of 8 players (2 teams 
of 4) up against each other. Each team 
plays 6 games, playing each of the teams 
from the other sides. 

The series began in 1985 and is highly 
regarded to support the sport of bowls in 
our region and promotes good relations 
between the four organisations.

The teams for NSW this year featured 
representatives from the Board and staff 
of both Bowls NSW and Womens’ Bowls 
NSW. 

NSW captured the series with 8 wins, 
2 draws and 2 losses from the 12 team 
matches played.

The 2022 series will be played at Lord 
Howe Island, and will form part of their 
centenary celebrations. 

Lord Howe Island 

Norfolk Island 

Bowls NSW

Australian Capital Territory
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NSW Dine & Discover Vouchers

The Local Sport Defibrillator Grant 
Program closes 12 April

As part of its COVID recovery assistance 
the NSW Government has released a 
Dine & Discover Voucher Program.

This program is designed to encourage 
the community to get out and support 
local businesses.

All NSW residents, over the age of 
18 years, can now apply for 4 x $25 
vouchers, worth $100 in total.

• 2 x $25 Dine NSW Vouchers to be used 
for dining in at restaurants, cafés, bars, 
wineries, pubs or clubs. 

This is the final year of this program and 
your last chance to acquire an AED for 
your club or sports facility at a reduced 
cost. Get your application in before 
funding allocation is exhausted.  

 Over $500,000 has already been 
approved after the first and second 
assessment periods. Now is your time to 
score your club one of these life-saving 
devices with up to 75% of the cost 
covered. 

The Local Sport Defibrillator Grant 
Program allocates $4 million over four 
years to assist sporting clubs across NSW 
in the purchase and maintenance of 

• 2 x $25 Discover NSW Vouchers to be 
used for entertainment and recreation, 
including cultural institutions, live music, 
and arts venues.

Bowls NSW encourages clubs to register 
as a Dine & Discover venue so that 
members and guests can use these 
vouchers at the venue.

To register as an eligible business, it must 
have an ABN and operate in NSW.

For all the details of the program, please 
go online to: www.service.nsw.gov.au/
campaign/dine-discover-nsw

Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).

An AED is a life saving device which 
delivers a controlled shock to an 
individual experiencing cardiac arrest, 
increasing their chances of survival.

The Local Sport Defibrillator Grant 
Program provides NSW sports clubs 
and councils the opportunity to acquire 
an AED package for their club or sports 
facility at a reduced cost.

Sporting organisations and councils 
will be able to choose from a panel of 
approved AED Panel Service Providers 

and a variety of AED packaged services 
with the level of customer service that 
meets their needs.

An AED package will include:

•	 An AED

•	 AED familiarisation instruction 
(within 28 days of delivery)

•	 A minimum of six years of essential 
AED maintenance

For more information go online to: 
www.sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants/
defibrillator/
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REACHING any major milestone in life 
presents plenty of challenges but for 
Ron “Jacko” Jackson, who turned 100 
in March, the journey has been about 
being active.

“Exercising all the time, never stop, I 
don’t like to be sitting on my backside, 
I’d rather be doing something,” Ron told 
DANVERSmedia.

Jacko took up bowls some 31 years 
ago, after retirement, at Narromine 
in NSW’s Orana Region where he not 
only played but coached the local high 
school students and was known to be 
competitive.

That competitive edge is as sharp as is 
his brain today. Using a supportive stick 
to deliver his bowl and a wheelie walker 
to get up and down the green enables 
Jacko to make a valuable contribution 
to his team. 

Ron arrived at the Hornets Nest - 
Hamilton North Bowling Club - in 2017, 
and is a regular on the greens at the 
club’s Thursday Gala.

“I asked Ron one Thursday did he have 
a win today,” fellow Hornets bowler 
73-year-old John Holt said.

“Ron said: ‘No but I’m here and as long 
as I can still bowl that’s a win for me’.”

The avid bowler celebrated with family 
and friends at Hamilton North Bowlo on 
the Sunday before his birthday and the 
following day with mates on Rink 100 at 
the Hornets Nest.

Longtime friend and transporter, from 
his aged care facility nearby, to the 
Hamilton North Bowlo, 67-year-old 
Reggie Thurlow, said: “Ron is a lovely 
bloke but he’s very, very competitive.

“He gets that cheeky grin on his face 
when he puts down a good bowl that 
beats his opponent.

“During COVID he was itching to get out 
and play bowls.”

Ron left school aged 14 to work on 
the land, a tough environment to grow 
up in, but one that gave him a solid 

Howzat! 100 Not Out Bradman No 
Inspiring Yes

grounding in life, learnt the values of 
respect and an honest day’s work.

“Working on the land was the only way of 
life,” he said.

“I had to get a job before my mum would 
let me leave school, so I went straight to 
the land.”

He enlisted in the military in 1941 and 
served in the Middle East and Papua New 
Guinea (WW11) before being discharged 
in 1946.

Ron married Jean Forrest on 11 October 
1947 - the day after her 20th birthday, in 
Griffith NSW.

“Jean and I reared our family on the land,” 
Ron said.

The smitten pair, married for 73 years, 
have three children: Robyn, Allan and 
Leonie, six grandchildren and 12 great- 
grandchildren that make up the Jackson 
clan.

“Life’s not worth worrying about unless 
you enjoy it,” Ron offered.

“I don’t feel any different today to when I 
was 80.”

Story and Image courtsey of  
Greg Danvers (DANVERSmedia)
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Find Your Personal Keno Numbers 
With A Fun Quiz

Do you love playing Keno but struggle 
to pick a few numbers between 1 and 
80? Well, struggle no more thanks to 
My Keno Numbers. 

My Keno Numbers is a fun and easy way 
to determine a set of numbers made 
just for you.

Simply visit www.mykenonumbers.com.
au choose how many numbers you 
would like to play, and complete the 
quiz. 

From how many countries you have 
visited, to questions about your first job, 

and even your best friends – answer 
the questions and your specially tailored 
numbers will be revealed.

The quiz will generate your personalised 
Keno game card, which will show you 
exactly how to mark your numbers on 
your entry. 

Save it to your phone for next time you 
visit your local bowls club and feel like a 
spot of Keno.

We know plenty of Keno players out 
there who love to play their special 
numbers. 

A Redlands woman relived the moment 
her favourite nine numbers were drawn 
one by one, winning her a Keno Classic 
prize of more than $260,000.

“I’ve always played the same birthday 
numbers. To see them come up today is 
just mind-blowing.” she said. 

With My Keno Numbers, perhaps your 
personal combination of numbers might 
deliver you a win soon.

Go online to  
www.mykenonumbers.com.au 
to find your Keno numbers now.
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“Life’s Booming” a podcast series
 by Australian Seniors and hosted by 
James Valentine.  - Podcast call out  

Have you found love later in life, or are 
you currently on the dating scene and 
over the age of 50? If so - you might have 
the chance to star in a new podcast! 

If you’ve got a juicy tale or two, or 
perhaps a dating disaster people need to 
hear about this could be for you! Maybe 
you’ve been lucky enough to be reunited 
with your childhood sweetheart? 

Email your story to this email address - lifesbooming@seniors.com.au,  
or call Lauren on 0421 381 360 and you could be our next podcast star!

If you’re 50 and over and think you’ve 
got a great story – we want to know 
about it! Life’s Booming is a podcast 
series by Australian Seniors and hosted 
by James Valentine.  

Email your story to this email address 
- lifesbooming@seniors.com.au, or call 
Lauren on 0421 381 360 and you could 
be our next podcast star!

And if you’re curious to hear what the 
Life’s Booming podcast is about - you can 
listen to Series 1 ‘The Grey Nomads’ here 
- seniors.com.au/lifes-booming-podcast
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To advertise your club tournaments or if you have story or article you 
would like to submit for consideration to be included in the Bowls Buzz 
Newsletter please send full information to marketing@bowlsnsw.com.au
For more upcoming events go to www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

Indoor 
Singles 

Qualifying 

Entrants can choose to play in the qualifiers at 
Casino RSM, Belmont, East Cessnock, Warilla and 
Merimbula – with all play to be conducted on 
indoor or covered synthetic greens.

Qualifying play is offered on Sunday 2 May, 
Monday 3 May and Tuesday 4 May 2021.  Players 
are expected to be required for one day only.*

The expanded range of venues is to give more 
people from a wider area of NSW the opportunity 
to participate in this prestigious National 
Championship.

Play is conducted as 2 sets of 9 ends, with a 
3-end tie breaker set if required to determine the 
match. 

Ten NSW players will qualify for the National 
finals to be held at Tweed Heads Bowls Club 15-
19 August 2021. 

The qualifiers receive lunches and 
accommodation while competing at the National 
finals (provided through Bowls Australia) and 
will also receive some financial assistance from 
Bowls NSW towards their traveling costs.

Enter at  www. bowlsnsw.com.au.

Entries must reach Bowls NSW by 4.00PM 
on 12 April 2021.

*Note – Players are asked to indicate their preference for playing day. Bowls NSW will attempt to allocate players to their 1st 
preference but cannot guarantee that all venues will play on each of the days and cannot guarantee that a player will be allocated 
their first preference. 

Allocation of playing days and qualifying places to venues will be made based on number of players and playing dates preferences. 


