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Welcome

Welcome to the October issue of 
your Bowls NSW newsletter. 
The NSW State Champion of 

Club Champions was concluded seeing 
Ray Pearse capture an historic win, 
claiming both the Singles Champion of 
Champions title and last month’s State 
Singles Champion! The annual City v 
Country test series was played over the 
weekend of 20-21 October. The Open, 
Under 25 and Junior teams from both 
City and Country competed in another 
successful series.The nominations for 
Bowls NSW Volunteer of the Year are now 
open. This is a great way to show your 
appreciation for the hard-working heroes 
at your club.
To find out more information or to 
nominate go to bowlsnsw.com.au or call 
the marketing team on 02 9283 4555.

Ray Pearse has claimed an historic double, capturing both the 
NSW Champion of Club Champions Singles and NSW State 
Singles titles in the same year.

Pearse was sublime in the final of the Champion of Club Champions 
Singles final at Ballina, eclipsing Michael Cronin (East Cessnock) 31-
15. Cronin played excellent bowls, however Pearse was up to the 
challenge to repeatedly thwart Cronin’s efforts.
Pearse claimed his berth in the final with a hard fought 31-24 win over 
David Holt (Merrylands). Holt also was in superb form, yet Pearse was 
able to capture the big moments to claim the game.

Cronin put in a dominant performance in his semi-final, streaking 
away to win 31-11 over Kevin Robinson (Tuncurry Beach).
In capturing both titles, Pearse has the honour of being the first player 
since 1986 to win both the State Singles and Champion of Champions 
Singles titles in the same year. Barry Robinson (Taree City) was the 
last to achieve the feat, closely after the Bomaderry legend Bob King 
united the crowns in 1984.
The Cherry Street Sports Club (Ballina) proved to be an excellent 
host and Bowls NSW thanks the Board, staff and members for their 
contribution to a magnificent event.

Historic Win for Ray Pearse

Champion of Club
Champions
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Cabramatta Duo Claim the
 Pairs Champion of Champions Title

Cabramatta Bull Ants duo Ben Morthorpe and Aaron Wilson 
are the NSW State winners of the 2018 Champion of Club 
Champions Pairs competition, claiming an emphatic win in 

the final at Ballina Bowling Club.
Morthorpe and Wilson were locked in a close struggle with Kevin 
Robinson and Matt Sargeant of Tuncurry Beach before the Bull 
Ants pair forged ahead with a streak of 7 consecutive winning 
ends.
Morthorpe was instrumental in the surge, playing excellent lead 
bowls and setting up each of the heads in favour of the Cabramatta 
pair and putting their opponents on the back foot.
Earlier in the day the Bull Ants pair were dominant in their semi-
final victory over Michael Cleaver and Steve Clark of Mona Vale.
Robinson and Sargeant were pushed in the opening stages of their 
semi-final against Phil Power and Michael Anderson of Austral, 
before storming home in the latter half of the game to record a 
comfortable victory.

You can watch the final of the Singles 
Champion of Champion match via 
our facebook page 
www.facebook.com/bowlsnsw/

The full results fron the Champion 
of Champions can be found on the 
Bowls NSW website 
www.bowlsnsw.com.au

Live Streaming



City Wins Thrilling Series
2018 City v Country Series  

City has continued its winning ways in the City v Country 
series with a last bowl win at Cabramatta Bowling & 
Recreation Club.

Country opened the Mens’ Open series in fine style, taking the 
first test 65-52 before City ensured that honours were shared on 
the opening day, claiming a 64-70 second test whitewash.
Country appeared to be on track to claim the series, holding a 
good lead going into the final few ends before City clawed their 
way back in touch, drawing a fourth shot with the final bowl of 
the series to claim a 57-56 third test win to claim the series 2-1.
City wrapped up the Under 25 series on the opening day, 

winning both the first and second test. Country were fired up 
and claimed a great victory in the third test.
In the Under 18-series, the Gold Girls side dominated, beating 
the Blue Girls side 3-0, while the Blue Boys Side enjoyed a 2-1 
series advantage.
The overall Under-18 Series was taken out by the Gold Side, 2 
tests to 1.
Bowls NSW thanks Cabramatta Bowling Club for their hosting 
of the City v Country Series and for their support of the NSW 
Under-18 State Side.
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Cabramatta Bowls Group – 
Home of the NSW Junior Blues

Bowls NSW are proud to announce a new junior development 
partnership with the Cabra Bowls Group.
The partnership will provide junior bowlers of New South 

Wales with extensive resources and personnel to assist with their 
development pathway. Becoming the “Home of the NSW Junior 
Blues” headlines the partnership is the Cabramatta Bowling and 
Recreation Club. This will provide the club with hosting rights to 
the NSW junior test series until 2021.
“This is a fantastic opportunity for Bowls NSW and our Junior 
Bowls program. The Cabra Bowls Group have always been a 
great supporter of ours but this partnership really does provide 
great benefit and opportunity to junior bowlers.” Bowls NSW 
CEO Greg Helm.
The partnership also provides a new home for the NSW State 
Camp for junior bowlers. The club will host selected junior bowlers 
for a three-day camp and expose the bowlers to a number of 
state mentors such as Australian Commonwealth Games Gold 
Medallist Aaron Wilson and fellow Jackaroo squad member Ray 
Pearse, who recently was a stand in coach for the NSW Junior 
Blues. Both players are currently plying their trade with the Cabra 
Bowls Group and are current NSW squad members.
Cabra Bowls Group CEO Jay Porter believes it is a proud moment 
for the club.
“The partnership brings bowlers from across the State 
to Cabramatta Bowling and Recreation Club not just in a 

representative sense but also for a number of development 
workshops as well as the Junior State Camp. We believe we can 
offer the junior bowlers a great opportunity for development 
and contribute to the greater cause of NSW representative 
bowls.”
Cabra Bowls Group have also committed to conducting Bowls 
NSW Junior Development Training Days, where young bowlers 
from across the State will have the opportunity to receive coaching 
from some of Bowls NSW best coaches. NSW Coach Gary Willis 
suggested this was a great opportunity for all junior bowlers.
“All junior bowlers in NSW will have the opportunity to receive 
guidance and direction from a number of State and National 
coaches, as well as some of the best talent bowls has in this 
country. We are excited to be offering such opportunities to our 
juniors in a central location, particularly for the greater Sydney 
area. It will also give great exposure to kids from regional NSW, 
as we continue to develop juniors across the State. It’s a very 
exciting time for juniors.”
Whilst a Sydney location has been secured as part of this Cabra 
Group partnership, Bowls NSW are continuing negotiations with 
a number of other clubs in regard to hosting Junior Development 
Training Days for the coming years with announcements to follow 
shortly. The first junior test series will be held in 2019 and we are 
sure that the Cabra Bowls Group will be a successful “Home of the 
NSW Junior Blues”.
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Junior Blues 
Mentored Before Nationals

MThe NSW Junior Blues were put through their paces 
before heading into their National Championships.  
The training camp was held at Cabramatta Bowling  

and Recreation Club, the new “Home of the NSW Junior Blues.”
The junior players were not only put through a range of drills, 
they were also treated to presentations and on field support 
from NSW and Australian Jackaroos team members, Natasha 
Scott and Ray Pearse. “It was a great way to open the Junior 

campaign and provided players with one on one chats with 
some of the greatest players in Australia” suggested NSW Team 
Coach Gary Willis.
He added “the opportunity to hear from a Gold Medallist in 
Natasha and Razor (Pearse) who just won the State Singles 
Championship is not only a great opportunity for the kids but 
a genuine reflection of players from NSW putting back into the 
sport.”
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Nominations for the
2018 Volunteer of 

the Year Award
are Now Open

Nominate your local hero today at  bowlsnsw.com.au
email: marketing@bowlsnsw.com.au or call on P: 02 9283 4555



Nominations for the
2018 Volunteer of 
the Year Award
Now Open

Recognising the hard work,
dedication and support of
our amazing volunteers, the
Volunteer of the Year award
is our opportunity to say 
thank you to the endless work 
that every single volunteer puts 
in to our sport.

Nominate your local hero at:
bowlsnsw.com.au, 

email;
marketing@bowlsnsw.com.au

or call 02 9283 4555

Finalists will be announced in our January 2019 e-newsletter and the
Volunteer of the Year Award will be presented at the annual Bowls NSW

Player Awards on 20/02/2019 at the Kirribilli Club, North Sydney.



Bowls NSW 
Magazine Digitisation Project
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Bowls NSW is one of the oldest sporting associations in 
Australia, and the Bowls NSW archive contains a detailed 
and important history of lawn bowls in NSW. A large part of 

that archive is the Bowls NSW Magazine collection.
The monthly Bowls NSW magazine was first published in 1936 
and continued in a hard copy version until 2016.
This collection is used as an important information resource for 
historians and clubs around NSW and, as of 2019, this resource will 
become more accessible than ever.
Bowls NSW applied for and has been awarded a grant by the Royal 
Historical Society of $5,000 to have the collection of Bowls NSW 
magazines digitised.
Once this project is complete the entire library of magazines back 
to 1936 and the Bowls NSW weekly news to 1922, all up the 80+ 
years of our archive, will be made digitally available.
Bowls NSW was also awarded an additional $2,500 via the NSW 

State Government Cultural Grant Program to restore the oldest 
book in our archive collection.
The “John Young Book” is a hand drawn book given to the Bowls 
NSW founding president by all of the established clubs in NSW in 
the year 1899.
This book is a fascinating snapshot of lawn bowls in NSW at the 
end of the 19th century and contains an accurate list of members 
and bowling clubs in NSW in 1899.
By undertaking this conservation project, we are restoring the 
book to a condition to which it can be handled by historians.

For more information on these projects or the Bowls NSW 
archive please contact:  
Tricia Breuer at tricia@bowlsnsw.com.au or  call on 
02 9283 4555



Gold for 
NSW Junior Blues

The NSW Junior Blues have capped off an amazing 3 days of 
competition today by taking home 2 gold medals, 1 bronze 
and 3rd overall out of all the states. The Blues finished off 

an amazing day by climbing back into 2nd overall in the boys 
competition and 3rd overall in the girls competition. Bowls NSW 
could not be prouder of what is a young junior blues side who are 
developing into high calibre professional players.
The girls triples took home gold against a Northern Territory and 
Western Australia composite side. Taking an early lead, the team 
of Swatridge, Lord and Camp dominated throughout to take out 
a 26-8 win.
The boys fours team of Holburn, Meti, Freeman and Walker 
displayed an absolute masterclass of teamwork and quality bowls 
against the Western Australians in the gold medal match. After a 
shotgun start to WA, NSW fought hard to not only get back into 
the match, but then control every aspect of the remaining ends. 
The final score of 18-8, was a fitting finish to Heath Walker’s junior 
career.

In the bronze medal boys singles playoff, Toby Peters fell behind 
in the middle of the game, but showed absolute class to come 
back and win 21-17 to take home bronze for NSW.
In the bronze medal girls pairs match, Kasey Cone and Mia 
Hotson dropped shots early to trail 3-10 halfway through the 
match. They then fought back to lead going into the last end. 
The Queensland skip then played an absolute bomb to trail for 2 
to win Queensland the bronze medal. Both girls should be very 
proud of their efforts.
Earlier in the day, Mia Hotson picked up 5th in the girls singles. 
The boys triples and pairs finished 5th after strong wins over WA 
and ACT respectively. The girls fours also picked up 5th place with 
a win over a strong Tasmanian outfit.
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Go online to bowlsnsw.com.au 
for the full scores



Upcoming Events Social Media for 
Bowls NSW

Seaside Classic Men’s Triples
Evans Head 30 - 4 November

Rookies State Finals
Raymond Terrace - 10 - 11 November

Bowls Premier League 08
Pine Rivers QLD - 13 - 16 November

Club Challenge Region
17 November - 18 November

 For more upcoming events go to
 www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

Contributions to 
the Newsletter

If you have a story and or photo that you 
would like to appear in the newsletter 
please email it to; 

tricia@bowlsnsw.com.au

Alltories will be considered for publication,
no guarantee can be made as to if or when 
the story will be published. 

• But remember, it will never be 
published if you don‘t send it in!
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The Ultimate Bowls Championship (UBC) is a new, fast format, 
high stakes, competitive, engaging and innovative way to 
play and enjoy the game of lawn bowls. Former Jackeroo 

Mark Casey is the mastermind behind what could be the greatest 
opportunity yet for the grassroot bowler to play against the best 
in the world. 
UBC is a celebration of the sport of lawn bowls. It has been 
designed to respect, showcase and grow the game we love. UBC 
will be signing up franchises across Australia and have already 
secured the backing of NSW bowling clubs Taren Point, Warilla 
and Cabramatta. The historic first round is to be played at Warilla 
Bowling Club on 4 and 5 April 2019 for anyone wishing to watch 
the best players in the world. 

The introduction of the UBC Wild Card Team recently means that 
truly any bowler from anywhere has the chance to compete in this 
incredible event. That means our Bowls NSW members are in with 
a shot to play in the richest bowls competition in the world. What 
are you waiting for? 
Mark Casey explained that “it has been fantastic to see the initial 
support from bowlers all over the world after player registrations 
opened last night. We have bowlers registering from the UK, Asia 
and from all over Australia so far. Head to the UBC website 
www.ultimatebowls.com.au to register.
Registrations will only be open for a limited time, and will close on 
Wednesday 31th October.
Some stand out features of the event include: 
• A $500,000 total prize pool
• A player draft
• 25 minute games
• 15 second shot clocks
• A new innovative way of scoring
• Rules that make us rethink the way we look at bowls
The event is sure to be a success for the organisers of the Ultimate 
Bowls Championship. So if you are a club who wants to purchase 
a franchise or a player who wants to register for a chance to play in 
the event or be drafted, head over to the UBC website or contact 
UBC CEO Mark Casey on: 0427 965 729 or
 info@ultimatebowls.com.au

All NSW Bowlers offered exciting 
Ultimate Bowls Championship 

Opportunity



The Ultimate Bowls
Championship

The UBC is an innovative, fast, high-stakes, competitive 
way to play and enjoy the game of lawn bowls. The UBC has 

secured TV broadcasting in 22 countries and along with 
livestreaming we anticipate a truly world-wide audience.

Kicking off in 2019

Are you interested in playing in the UBC? Based on 23 
teams and one unique Wild Card team, we will need 78 
bowlers and you can be from anywhere in the world!

All you need to do is register! Then, sit tight, you will be 
on our player list and we will notify all team owners of 

your availability. Then there are three options:

1. You may be approached by a team owner that 
wants to select you pre-draft night. If you accept, 
brilliant! You are locked in and will be removed from 
the player draft list. No other team can touch you 
now. 

2. If the draft night comes around and you are still 
available, things are about to get exciting! From a 
random order draw, each team will get the 
opportunity to select player(s) from the updated 
draft list to complete their ULTIMATE team.

3. Still available? If you have opted into our Wild Card 
team draw during registration there is still a 
chance! We will randomly draw three players who 
will each choose two other available UBC registered 
players to complete their own teams. Each of these 
teams will compete in one of the three events.

 Travel allowance
 Appearance fee
 Accommodation
 Lunch and Dinners
 Transport to and from 

airport and venue
 Playing uniform
 Use of UBC pool bowls
 Min. 30% of all prizemoney 

is paid out to the players 
(up to 70% to team owner)

A $100 AUD fee is associated 
with registering for the UBC 
2019 series and this secures 
your place in the player draft, 
an entry into the random UBC 
Wild Card team draw and an 
invitation to the 2019 Players’ 

Draft night.

For Players

Visit www.ultimatebowls.com.au today!

Fun. Fast. Fresh.Website: www.ultimatebowls.com.au
Email: info@ultimatebowls.com.au Like us on Facebook


