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Welcome

Welcome to your Bowls Buzz 
newsletter.  With the pennants 
competition around the State 

coming towards the pointy end of 
the season, Bowls NSW would like to 
wish good luck to all teams involved.  
A big thank you to all of the clubs who 
hosted a Bowling for Better Balance event 
over the last few months. 
You raised vital funds for NeuRA 
to continue their research into fall 
prevention and to provide services to the 
community. Our partnership with NeuRA 
is ongoing, with the month of April slated 
for Bowling for Better Balance events. 
If you would like to find out more about 
fall prevention or the Bowling for Better 
Balance events please call the Bowls NSW 
office on 02 9283 4555.

BOWLING for BETTER BALANCE
 In April 2018 the inaugural Bowling for Better Balance 
Challenge was launched with enthusiasm by Bowls NSW 
in partnership with NeuRA to support research into better 

balance for bowlers. The aim is for clubs to commit to supporting 
this research so that bowlers can be the beneficiaries of greater 
knowledge about their stability and so prevent falls.
To date there have been generous donations from bowling clubs 
across the State with a major contribution from Northmead Bowling 
Club who dedicated the month to NeuRA support. At their Anzac 

service they paid tribute to the work being done to research healthy 
aging. Please add your support to NeuRA as we endeavour to help 
you age well.
Next year it is hoped that there will be a wider take up by clubs as 
they become more familiar with this new partnership. Members have 
been invited to join balance studies at NeuRA and a good working 
partnership is being established.
If you are interested in bowling and aging well contact
bowls@neura.edu.au

Bowling for Better
Balance
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Kiama bowls team has 
The oldest, youngest pennants players

Kiama Bowling Club can truly boast that bowls is for all 
ages with the oldest and youngest player in Illawarra 
pennants also teammates in the same rink.
Norm Rowland still loves the sport at age 98 and skips 

a rink for the club’s Grade 7 team with 11-year-old Jacob Aitken 
his lead.
The pair might have an age gap of 87 years but have developed 
a terrific bond as Norm quietly passes a half century in local 
bowls, while newcomer Jacob is halfway through his first year.
Jacob’s father Dean plays in Kiama’s Grade 1 side and with his 
son around the sport his whole life it’s no surprise Jacob is the 
youngest open pennant bowler in the men’s competition.
‘’I love bowls,’’ Jacob said.
‘’I like winning and it’s great to play with Norm. He takes time 
out to help me and makes bowls fun.’’
Jacob has taken a year off his other favourite sport, soccer, to 
play lead for Kiama’s promising Grade 7 side.
And while Jacob is the youngest open pennant player in Zone 
16, his rink general Norm has had 50 years enjoying the sport.
He would have passed 50 years with his beloved Shellharbour 
BC had it not folded a few years ago, which presented him the 
opportunity of joining Kiama BC and ultimately sharing a rink 
with Jacob in the Sevens.
‘’Jacob’s a lovely boy and I like spending my Saturdays with him,’’ 
Norm said.

‘’While I encourage him and help him, everyone in the team 
helps one another. We all love one another’s company.’’
Norm still finds time for play bowls twice a week and in his 
prime was runner-up in the Open Singles at Shellharbour, plus 
skipped the Fours to the club championship and had a win in 
the Shellharbour Open Pairs.
Norm and Jacob are enjoying a good season together with their 
Grade 7 team in top spot in Section 2 and a great chance of 
winning the Zone 16 flag.
Kiama are pushing for their first pennant title since 2002, while 
they were beaten in last year’s Grade 3 and 5 grand finals. Kiama 
have five Illawarra flags overall; with triumphs in Grade 4 in 
1987 and 1996, plus victories in Grade 5 in 1981 and 1988 to go 
with the Grade 1 victory 16 years ago.‘’It’s been a while between 
flags and we’d really like to win one this year,’’ Kiama bowls co-
ordinator Adam Rodgers said. With more than 100 members, 
they recently adopted the moniker Kookaburras to follow most 
other Zone 16 clubs in having a colourful name alongside its 
club identity.Co-hosting the State Grade 5 Pennant finals in 
partnership with Warilla Bowls later this year, Kiama wants to be 
headquarters for the 2019-20 South Pacific Carnival to coincide 
with the finale of its 100th anniversary in 2019.
‘’We’re planning a big year to mark our 100th year and getting 
the South Pacific would be a great way to end the celebrations,’’ 
Rodgers said.

By Mike Driscoll



Bowling for Better Balance
At NBC Sports
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Are Your Energy Costs
Through The Roof?

80% of businesses pay too much for
electricity!

Make it Cheaper has already helped save Bowling Clubs in 
Australia over $225,000 on energy, with average savings of 
$1,600 per annum in NSW.

Get a FREE comparison to see how much we could save you.

Call us now on 02 8077 0151 OR
Upload your energy bill via bit.ly/mic-bowlsnsw

NBC Sports‘ decision to take part in this endeavour by Bowls 
NSW and NeuRA came just as the Bowling for Better Balance 
fundraising campaign was launched.

 One of the club life members and patron suffered a fall and his he-
alth declined considerably so his story became part of NBC Sports‘ 
mission to do something positive for their members. 
On Wednesday the social bowls program is run largely for mature 
aged bowlers so it was agreed to put all green fees paid during April 
aside for the fundraiser. 
The ladies‘ club followed suit and they put all their green fees collec-
ted on their Thursday schedule during April toward the fundraiser. 
In addition to their fundraising efforts NBC Sports arranged for 
Bolton Clarke, who offers specialised services for independent living 
health and wellbeing, to run an in-house seminar on trip hazards 
and fall prevention for club members.
Finally  on Anzac Day, a big day out at NBC Sports club, there was a 
BBQ breakfast, social bowls and then an Anzac service. Judy Dixon 
from NeuRA spoke to the members about the NeuRA‘s work which 
she did so eloquently. Following her speech there was a whip-a-
round and the members donated generously to assist the club‘s 
donation from green fees.

Seminar on trip hazards and fall prevention for club members



Issue / 20 / June 2018 / Newsletter

Lawn Bowls  
A sport for everyone

The annual Casey Surveying and Design Open Pairs 
tournament at the Parkes Bowling and Sports Club over 
the first weekend in June brought together an amazing 
collection of bowlers from out of town and from the two 

local clubs in Parkes. The photo highlights how anyone can play 
lawn bowls and how it is a great activity to enjoy with the whole 
family, regardless of age or gender.

The photo (above) is made up of a visiting couple from South 
Australia and bowlers from the Town and Railway Diggers 
bowling clubs. While a healthy rivalry exists between the  Parkes 
clubs on the green, bowlers from both clubs happily posed for 
this photo to illustrate the togetherness and opportunities that 
lawn bowls presents for families, relatives and friends.

From left to right - husband and wife Geoff and Vicki Lehmann, father and on Graham and Cooper (9yr old) Liedner.
father and daughter Wal and Maree Grant, two brothers Brett and Steve Frame and two sisters Kim Warren Evans and Jan McPhee.
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Junior Championships  
Live streaming 

Are you ready for the Plastic Bag ban? 
Win a beautiful Envirotrend ZipiSAK pack, which holds 3 
designer SAKitToMe bags and you will be set!
Each bag carries 15kgs of groceries and easly folds back 

down into its little pouch, so you can tuck it in your handbag or 
pocket and be ready to use it again and again. 

For your chance to recieve an Evirotrend ZipiSAK pack 
send your name and address to; 

Tricia Breuer Bowls NSW 
Po Box A2186 
Sydney South NSW 1235

Bowls NSW will present live streaming via the Bowls 
NSW Facebook page of the 2018 NSW State Junior 
Championships.
Action on Monday 16 July features the Singles and Friday 

20 July the Pairs. We will pick up the action on both days from 
9am in the first semi-final. Action will then continue with the 
second semi-final and conclude with the final.
The Championships begin with the Singles sectional play on 
Sunday 15 July, with the Fours to be played  Tuesday 17 and 
Wednesday 18 followed by the Pairs Sectional on Thursday 19 
July. Bowls NSW will also present rinkside coverage of selected 
games from the Singles sectional, Fours sectional and post-
sectional and Pairs sectional matches.



Bowls Australia
Australian Open 
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Following two weeks of outstanding bowls action, the 2018 
Australian Open has come to a close for another year on the 
Gold Coast. Canadian and local favourite Ryan Bester secured 

an elusive Men‘s Singles crown and $10,000 prize purse in front of a 
boisterous crowd at the Broadbeach Bowls Club, defeating a gallant 
Sean Baker 21-18. By also contesting the semi-final in the Men‘s Pairs, 
Bester earned the tournament‘s Most Valuable Player award and a 
bonus $2,500 prize. Bester‘s win on the televised rink followed that of 
the mother-daughter combination of Gayle and Brooke Edwards, with 
the former producing arguably the shot of the tournament on the final 
end of play to turn the match on its head, and secure the Women‘s 
Pairs crown for the Altona-based pair. Earlier in the day, an all-star 

Men‘s Fours contest between teams skippered by Aron Sherriff and 
Alex Marshall saw the latter‘s foursome triumph 13-10.
Young gun Jono Davis earned an incredible fourth Under-18 Boys‘ 
crown with a nail-biting 21-20 finish over fellow rising star Josh 
Studham, while Jessie Cottell secured her first Under-18 Girls‘ title with 
victory over former state teammate and close friend, Rebecca Rixon.
The Australian Open will return to the Gold Coast in June 2019, across 
more than 13 local clubs for 14 days of action.

The full 2018 Australian Open honour roll:
 (runners-up in brackets)

By Bowls Australia

Under-18 Boy‘s Singles - Jono Davis 

Men‘s Singles - Ryan Bester (Sean Baker)
Women‘s Singles - Rebecca Van Asch (Kristina Krstic)

Men‘s Pairs - Chris Herden & Carl Healey (Harley McDonald & Aaron Teys)
Women‘s Pairs - Gayle & Brooke Edwards (Cheryl Chan & Esther Yu)

Men‘s Fours - Ryan Burnett / Nathan Rice / Jeremy Henry / Alex Marshall 
(Jayden Christie / Josh Thornton / Barrie Lester / Aron Sherriff)

Women‘s Fours - Lindg Qu / Leanne Poulson / Dianne Strawbridge / Marilyn Emerton 
(Brittaney Wiley / Ann Maree Peart / Sarah Boddington / Carmen Anderson)

Under-18 Boys‘ Singles - Jono Davis (Josh Studham)
Under-18 Girls‘ Singles - Jessie Cottell (Rebecca Rixon)

Over-60‘s Men‘s Pairs - Sam Laguzza & Rowan Brassey (Paul Davis & Peter McBrierty)
Over-60‘s Women‘s Singles - Clare Kelly & Bronwyn McPherson (Adele Pershouse & Christina Pavlov)

Multi-Disability Open Singles - Nathan Appleton (Josh Barry)
Multi-Disability Pairs - Nathan Appleton & Josh Barry (Phillip Plackett & R Mowday)

Vision-Impaired Singles - Jake Felberg (John Vance)



Bowls Australia
Australian Open 
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Upcoming Events Social Media for 
Bowls NSW

Jerry Remfry Triples
Albion Park - 9 July

Jack MacDonald Shield
Albion Park BC - 9 -10 July

Junior Carnival
Windang BC- 11- 14 July

Black Friday
Greenlees Park - 13 July

NSW State Junior Championships
Warilla BC - 15 - 20 July

 For more upcoming events go to
 www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

Contributions to 
the Newsletter

If you have a story and or photo that you 
would like to appear in the newsletter 
please email it to; 

tricia@bowlsnsw.com.au

All copy will be considered for publication,
no guarantee can be made as to if or when 
the story will be published. 

- But remember it will never be published 
if you don‘t send it in!

Men‘s Fours - Ryan Burnett, Nathan Rice, Jeremy Henry & Alex Marshall

Men‘s Pairs - Chris Herden & Carl Healey 


