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Welcome

August 6 saw the culmination of 
months of Pennants play with the 
State finals being held at fourteen 

host clubs around the state, Cabramatta 
BC taking out the coveted Grade one 
state flag. 
We have the full wrap-up for all grades 
in this newsletter. Bowls NSW would like 
to extend our thanks to the hundreds of 
dedicated volunteers who helped the 
weekend run smoothly and successfully.  
Congratulations to all those who 
participated, we are looking to another 
great competition next year.
Full scores for all grades can be found on 
our website (www.bowlsnsw.com.au) or 
our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/bowlsnsw)

Congratulations from Bowls NSW go to 
Vic Nagle, who became a centenarian 
on 15 August 2017.

To mark the occasion a presentation was 
made to Vic Nagle at the Harbord Bowling 
Club, complete with cake-cutting and a 
presentation of a signed letter from Bowls 
NSW President Barry Watkins.
In attendance were (pictured above) Steve 
Nugent, President of Harbord BC, Dennis 
Taylor, Deputy President Bowls NSW                             
and Andy Little, Zone 9 State Councillor.   
Vic took up bowls some 40 years ago 
at Manly Bowling Club and has been a 
member of Harbord Bowling Club and 
Manly Bowling Club throughout that time.
Vic was born in Dubbo, NSW on 15 August 

1917 and he enlisted in the Royal Australian 
Air Force in the defence of our country in 
October 1941, following which he served 
continuously in the United Kingdom from 
April 1943 to June 1945 in the somewhat 
hazardous occupation of air gunner, 
finishing his service as a warrant officer of 
which he is justly very proud.
Vic still regularly play Social bowls at 
Harbord Bowling Club   -  an amazing 
achievement in itself and again such an 
example to others.
Bowls NSW is truly privileged to have Vic 
as such a valued and respected member of 
our bowls community the past 40 years. 

Vic Nagle,100 and Still 
Enjoying a Roll-up
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Grade 1 
Cabramatta
Takes the Win

Cabramatta has taken out the 2017 Bowls NSW State Grade 1 
Pennant, beating Mt Lewis in a high-quality final, played at St Johns 
Park. The change in program to have the finals played on Sunday 
afternoon was a hit with spectators, both clubs having vocal cheer 
squads encouraging on their heroes, the gallery around the greens 
packed.
Cabramatta claimed the early lead in the final and then kept Mt 
Lewis at bay, the lead sitting constant at around 10 shots for the 
entire match.
The Bull Ants claimed the honours on all three of the rinks played; 
Aaron Wilson leading all the way to defeat Scott Thulborn, Ray 
Pearse resisting a fightback from Steve Glasson to win 21-16 and 
Carl Healey fighting back against Kelvin Kerkow to win 17-16, 
claiming a 60 - 48 victory.
Cabramatta had a big fight on their hands in their semi-final. 
Ashfield pushed hard and held the lead at times during the early 
stages before Cabramatta edged ahead in the final stages and 
then resisted Ashfield’s final push to record a 56-52 victory. Aaron 
Wilson spearheaded Cabramatta’s efforts with a 22-11 win over Dan 
McKinnon, Ray Pearse beat Anthony Flapper 21-13, while Nathan 
Wilson kept the Wildebeests in the hunt, beating Carl Healey 26-13.
Mt Lewis were sublime in the opening stages of their semi-final 
against reigning champions Warilla, leading by near 30 shots at 
the half-way stage. Scott Thulborn beat Jeremy Henry 23-15, Steve 
Glasson defeated Jesse Noronha 26-14 and Kelvin Kerkow won over 
Aaron Teys 20-13
Ashfield had a slow start to their campaign, suffering an opening 
round loss to Taren Point. The inner western Sydney club then had 
a strong Round 2 win over Soldiers Point before belting Engadine 
in Round 3. 

Taren Point appeared to be on track to appear in semi-finals in 5 
consecutive years after winning both of their opening encounters 
(Ashfield and Engadine) before a determined Soldiers Point rushed 
away to a solid lead in their Round 3 encounter. Taren Point, 
knowing that a big-board draw would be enough to claim the 
section, fought back admirably but was just unable to close the gap.
Cabramatta also had a little wobble in their opening encounter, 
winning on one rink only but managing to salvage a draw with NBC 
Sports. The Bull Ants then had a great fight with Dubbo Railway, 
powering home in the closing stages to seal the win. North Sydney 
won their opening two encounters (Dubbo Railway and NBC 
Sports) however their chances of making their first top-grade semi-
final in over 50 years was thwarted by a switched-on Cabramatta.
Mt Lewis had their semi-final berth booked after the opening 
two rounds, winning their opening encounters over Halekulani 
and Raymond Terrace. The Jets had shared the point with Dapto 
Citizens in the opening encounter, while Halekulani took to the 
points over Citos courtesy of one big rink win, the combination of 
those results meant the Lions could not be headed. The Citos came 
out firing in the final round and had a strong win over Mt Lewis.
Defending Champions Warilla enter the semi-finals as the only side 
to have recorded three wins in sectional play. The Gorillas had 71-
49 (9-1) wins in both of their opening matches, beating Kingscliff 
Beach and Maitland City. Warilla confirmed their unbeaten progress 
with a hard-fought win over Port City in the final round.
St Johns Park Bowling Club and co-host Cabra-Vale Diggers were 
sensational hosts, both clubs bending over backwards to ensure 
that the players were given every opportunity to shine. 

By Andrew Lynn
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Junior
 Inter-Zone 7-A-Side

Bowls NSW has announced that the Junior Inter-
Zone 7-A-Side Championship will be hosted by 
Club Dubbo for a further 4 years. 

The announcement was made over the weekend (19-
20 August) when Club Dubbo was a magnificent host 
for the 2017 event.
Zone 12 took the honours as Champion Zone, edging 
out Zone 10. Zone 12 took the Singles gold medal, 
Zone 10 the Pairs and Zone 2 the Fours gold medal.
Full results on the Bowls NSW website.

The semi-finals commenced on Sunday morning in cold but sunny 
conditions at the Rules Club.
Section 1 winner Moruya took on Section 2 winner Temora for a 

spot in the final, the game was a close encounter all the way through 
and only really being decided on the last few ends with Moruya edging 
ahead to win 58-46.
Section 3 winner Inverell East took on section 4 winner Mona Vale in 
what turned out to be an amazing finish, Mona Vale led for the entire 
match playing the 63rd end Mona Vale had a 6-shot lead with Inverell 
skip Doug Newton’s rink picking up 6 to snatch a 56 all draw. 
Both sides then played an extra end with Inverell holding a 4-shot advan-
tage after the completion of 2 rinks and holding shot on the third, Mona 
Vale skip Stephen Clark played his last bowl removing the Inverell bowl 
for 5 shots to give Mona Vale a 1 shot win 61-60.
The weather turned and with rain approaching, Moruya and Mona Vale 
took to the green for the final. After 15 ends the rain and water on the 

greens caused the players to come off for approximately 45 minutes. 
On resumption both clubs battled it out with Mona Vale handling the 
conditions just that little bit better and edging away to a comfortable 
win 66-40.
All players are to be commended on the way they played over the week 
end in what can only be described as wet and cold conditions.
Both The Rules Club and Wagga Wagga RSL are to be commended on 
the way they prepared and catered for the weekend, the hospitality 
shown to players, officials and spectators was first class.
 A special mention must go to the greenkeepers who prepared the 
greens allowing play to continue throughout the weekend so that the 
finals could be completed.
Overall a very successful weekend in Wagga. All players who 
participated should be congratulated on their sportsmanship and the 
way they played the game.

Grade 1 
Cabramatta
Takes the Win

Grade 2 Mona Vale Triumph

By Gary Brookes
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The State Grade 3 pennant finals were 
held jointly between Maitland City BC 
and Lorn Park BC with finals on Sunday 

staged at Maitland City. 
Sunday morning saw Kempsey Macleay RSL 
take on Wangi for a place in the final. The 72 
to 45 result saw Kempsey Macleay RSL prevail. 
The other semi was between Taren Point and 
Towradgi Park with Taren Point taking the win 

70 to 38. Conditions were very blustery for 
the final making difficult conditions for play. 
With a large supporter contingent Taren Point 
jumped out to an early lead with skippers 
Wayne Bolton, Adam Layton and Stewart 
Murray-Prior doing well to hold a comfortable 
margin. At the three-quarter mark Kempsey 
Macleay RSL skippers Peter Lynch, Neil 
McCudden  and Ian Stone led a spirited come 

back closing to within 9 points with 15 ends 
to play. At this point Taren Point managed to 
kick away again to take out the 2017 Grade 3 
pennant flag.
The event was very well organised and run, 
live scoring was available right through the 
tournament which added to a successful  and 
enjoyable weekend all.

Grade 3 Taren Point Prevail

Energy rates just 
went up. Could we 
help yours go down?

Since 1 July, many Australian energy retailers increased their rates. 
Which means you could be paying too much for your energy.

As the official energy partner of Bowls NSW, Make It Cheaper provides 
a free energy comparison service. You’ll either find a better deal on 
electricity or know for sure you’re already on a great rate. Win-win.

How much could you save?

Call (02) 8077 0151
for a free bill comparison

Click HERE
to upload your energy bill
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By Duncan Tait



Nyngan Bowling Club showed size 
does not matter in winning the 
greatest prize in Pennants after a 

brilliant victory in the Grade 4 finals at 
Forster Bowling Club.
Nyngan enjoyed one of its most treasured 
days and after winning their semi-final by 
just a shot then beat powerhouse Sydney 
club St Johns Park 71-51 in the flag decider.
Nyngan skip Tim Ryan and his rink turned 
the final in favour of the tiny Zone 4 club 
with a 31-10 win over David Morris.
 Nyngan’s Rex Vane beat Steven Blake 22-
18 while Keith Bell and partner had a win 
for St Johns Park,  23-18 win over Steven 
Read.
 It is just the second time Nyngan have won 
a State pennant flag after a victory in Grade 
4 in 2005, while they were runners-up in 
Grade 7 in 2011.
‘’It was David versus Goliath in the final,’’ 
said an elated Andrew Reynolds, who 
played in the rink skipped by Steven Read 
which proved pivotal in the heart-stopping 
57-56 semi-final win over Merimbula.
  ‘’It just shows you what the little guy 
can do. We’re a town of 3,000 people and 
50 bowlers but we climbed the biggest 
mountain and are standing at the top right 
now.’’
 And one of the State’s smallest clubs 
showed one of the biggest in St Johns Park 
their prowess in the flag decider.
   ‘’It was pretty even for most of the game 
before Tim Ryan’s rink went on a 15-1 run 
in five ends that shut the gate on any 
comeback,’’ said Reynolds.

‘’I reckon St Johns Park were a bit shell-
shocked with how it turned out. And even 
before we played our first match a lot of the 
talk from the other clubs was how we were 
only there to make up the numbers and 
wouldn’t be a threat.
‘’But we were more than a threat – we’re 
the champs. And we did it with three or 
four blokes aged in their seventies, some 
twenty-somethings and even a 17-year 
old.’’  The Grade 4 finals will be remembered 
for the number of epic matches over the 
three days including how both finalists 
were taken to the brink just to win their 
section.
 Nyngan rode their luck somewhat in 
winning Section 4. They finished on 19  
points and were locked in a see-sawing 
battle with Dapto Citizens and Terrigal - 
who would have won the section had they 
won a third rink against Nyngan in Round 
three, instead of just two in a 61-57 (9-1) 
win.
 In the closest section of any grade, Dapto 
Citizens and Terrigal finished within a half 
point of one another.
St Johns Park also walked a tightrope just to 
win Section 1 – claiming it on a countback 
from East Maitland after the clubs finished 
on 19 points, each winning two of their 
three games. 
St Johns Park lost 66-64 to East Maitland, 
but their wins – 67-40 (10-0 points) over 
Merrylands and 73-54 (8-2 points) over 
another Sydney-based club Taren Point – 
ensured they had a healthy +44 margin, 
well clear of the +10 margin for East 

Maitland  whose loss came first-up to Taren 
Point (90-57).
 In the semi-finals, Zone 12‘s St Johns Park 
won all three rinks in a 60-48 win over 
Section 2 winners Gloucester (Zone 11), 
while Nyngan won a thriller 57-56 against 
unbeaten Section 3 champion Merimbula 
(Zone 7). 
Merimbula won two rinks, but Barry 
Beetson and partners’ 23-15 win over 
Wayne Taylor was enough to carry Nyngan 
into the final. 
And from that tightest of semi-final wins, 
there was no stopping one of the State’s 
smallest clubs from toppling one of the 
grandest in the biggest match of the year.
 The Grade 4 finals were co-hosted by Zone 
11’s Tuncurry Beach and Forster Bowling 
Clubs, with Forster hosting the final.
Forster BC bowls coordinator Jason Morse 
said the experience of hosting big events 
such as the 2016 Open NSW Inter-Zone 
Championships meant his club was well 
prepared for the running a grade of the 
State Pennant finals.
 ‘’It’s a big event for the club and financially 
it is also attractive,’’ Morse said, with Forster 
BC boasting eight pennant grades and 
around 500 bowling members when 
including the sporting bowlers.
‘’With the new format, teams come on the 
Thursday and it really runs over four days 
which is great for the club and our town 
and also Tuncurry Beach Bowling Club. 
‘’Having the Inter-Zone last year has 
benefited in our preparation for this.’’
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Grade 4 
Nyngan 
claim victory

By Mike Driscoll
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Bargo Bowling Club rebounded from 
a 10-shot loss in its opening match 
to win its first State Pennant flag 

following a stunning triumph in the Grade 
5 finals at Soldiers Point.
The Zone 5-based club beat the previously 
undefeated Beresfield  58-52 in a classic 
final.
Bargo  fended off  several challenges from 
Beresfield to clinch their maiden State flag 
which has arrived more than a half century 
after the club was formed.
‘’It’s the greatest  day in our history,’’ Bargo 
Mens Bowling Club President Troy Slater 
said.
‘’To reach the pinnacle of bowls for a tiny 
club like ours is just unforgettable. We only 
had the two pennant grades this year – the 
5‘s and 6‘s – and to come here and beat 
the top teams in the State is a magnificent 
occasion for everyone at Bargo.‘’  
Slater played in a rink skipped by Paul 
Smith, with Greg Lewis and Peter Tonkies 
the other skips to deliver the historic 
triumph.
Bargo only had 52 active bowlers this 
season but has a proud history dating 
back to 1964. Never one of the State’s high 
profile clubs, they have steadily helped 
foster bowls in the region and across Zone 
5.
But even Slater joked his team was ‘’ready 
to pack up and go home’’ after a 60-50 (9-
1) loss to  Wiseman Park Wollongong City 
in Round 1.

 But Bargo regrouped and won their other 
two games against South Lismore 82-49 
(10-0) and NBC Sports 61-52 (9.5-0.5) to 
win the section with 19.5 points, a point 
clear of South Lismore.
Bargo then played great bowls in their 
semi-final, winning all three rinks against 
Mingara (Zone 15) and 55-43 overall to 
storm into the decider.  
Meanwhile, Beresfield who represented 
the Grade 5 finals hosts, Zone 2, were 
easily the strongest team in their section, 
with 29 points from 3 wins and just one 
rink loss in 3 rounds.
 They began with a 75-39 (10-0) win over 
Asquith; then crushed Tuncurry Beach 90-
43 in Round 2 before sealing the  section 
with 9-1, 56-46 win over Scone in what 
was a dead rubber.
  Beresfield carried on their excellent form 
into the semi-final, with a 75-49 win over 
Parkes Railway Diggers, after the Zone 
4 champions had also won their three 
sectional games.
Beresfield skip Phillip O’Neill and 
partners had a blowout 33-8 win over Lee 
Hetherington in their semi-final, while 
Michael Cooper beat Brett Frame 23-17. 
Andrew O’Rourke was beaten 23-17 by 
Parkes Railway Diggers’ Stephen Frame 
24-19.
Bargo took charge of the final early on, but 
Beresfield were always just one good end 
away from striking back and the match 
went right down to the final end.

‘’We’re a little disappointed to finish one 
win short of the flag, but it was a classic 
final and you can’t ask for anything more 
than that,’’ said Beresfield’s Mark Jones, 
who played third for promising skip 
Michael Cooper.
 ‘’To finish second in the State is a great 
effort and the support we got from our 
home fans who made the 60km trip 
to Soldiers Point as well as from all the 
neutrals was amazing.
 ‘’We’ve loved every minute of our three 
days here and Soldiers Point and Fingal 
put on a fantastic event.’’
Zone 2 match official Warren Shipley said 
everyone had pitched in to ensure the 
Grade 5 finals were a success.
 ‘’It’s a big honour for everyone here and 
the support we get is enormous,’’ Shipley 
said.
‘’You need volunteers and everyone 
working together and the members here 
are wonderful in getting behind the whole 
weekend.
‘’The bowlers love getting together and 
swapping stories of their club and the 
season they’ve had. It’s one of the big 
events of the year and especially so to be a 
hosting club this year.
‘’Our hosting clubs wanted to show off 
their facilities and what a beautiful part of 
the world it is up here.’’

Grade 5
Bargo BC 
Secure Maiden Flag

By Mike Driscoll
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Grade 6
Taree Railway Win 
With Determination

Friday dawned a great day and apart 
from the wind at South Tamworth 
which made it difficult for the players, 

the weather was excellent for the three days.
At South Tamworth BC, Section 1 was won 
by Nelson Bay with 3 wins and 28 points 
from Dapto Huntley with 2 wins and 20 
points. Section 2 was won by Taree Railway 
with 3 wins and 29.5 points from Dubbo City 
with 2 wins and 18 points. At Tamworth City 
Section 3 was won by Kempsey Macleay RSL 
with 3 wins and 27.5 points from Diggers @ 
The Entrance with 2 wins and 19.5 points. 
Section 4 was won by the Zone 3 side 
of Uralla with 3 wins and 27 points from 
Cudgen Leagues with 2 wins and 18 points. 
Cudgen Leagues finished with a total margin 
of -3 points so it was an excellent finish
The semi-final shots were held at Tamworth 
South and were a matchup between Nelson 
Bay and Taree Railway in one game and 
Kempsey Macleay RSL and Uralla in the 
other.
The semi-final between Kempsey Macleay 

RSL (71 shots) and Uralla (47 shots) was 
very close initially with the locals cheering 
for the local Zone 3 side, however the 
Kempsey side gained the  upper hand 
and moved away with the exception of 
the game between Terry Orriss (skip) and 
Damian Kliendienst(skip) which was a real 
struggle with a final margin of 4 points to 
Terry. It was noted that there were a total of 
4 Kliendiensts involved in this match.
The other semi-final between Nelson Bay 
and Taree Railway was a very close affair. 
Nine points separated the two sides at the 
completion of the game with the winner 
being Taree Railway 61-52. One team match 
was a 20-20 draw between Paul Roulstone 
and Dave Crowe.
The final between Kempsey Macleay RSL 
and Taree Railway had all the promise of 
being the great final it turned out to be. 
Taree Railway had the two teams of Dave 
Crowe and Ray Cooper leading from the 
front being pegged back by the Terry  Orriss 
team from Kempsey. This latter team scored 

a 7 early on and a 6 later in the game. With 
two ends to go Taree Railway led by 11 
shots only for Terry  Orriss’s team to score a 
6 on that end. That left a margin of 5 with 
one end left. However Craig Rahill’s team 
for Taree Railway were up to the test and 
saved the day with a 1 on the last end. Taree 
Railway won 65-59.
This was a very well run event with Scott 
Sweeney, Mike Wale, Owen Walker(CEO),Phil 
Johnson and Lauren Propsting from 
Tamworth South and Rob Key and John 
Rouvray from Tamworth City  being great 
contributors.
The greens at Tamworth South were 
outstanding, I have never seen better 
greens. The greenkeeper Nick Woods 
deserves a commendation for the finish of 
his greens both at South Tamworth BC and 
Tamworth City BC.
A special thank you to Darcy Churchland, 
Zone 3 President, for his assistance.

2016 Club Challenge Open

The Club Challenge is designed 
to give players an opportunity 
to pull on their club colours 

and battle against their neighbours 
in friendly atmosphere. All sectional 
play will be conducted on Saturday 
14 October 2017. The Club Challenge 
pits sides of six club-based bowlers 
up against each other in Singles, Pairs 
and Triples with the side to win two (or 
more) of the three contests (disciplines) 
winning the match.
Clubs may enter as many sides as they 
wish in the divisions being contested. 

There are three Men‘s, two Women‘s 
and two Mixed Divisions. The Silver, Pink 
Blue and Bronze Divisions are restricted 
to players from lower Pennant grades, 
ensuring players have the opportunity 
to play against others of similar abilities.
 The 2017 State finals series will be held 
at Warilla Bowling Club (and nearby 
clubs, as needed) on Saturday 2 and 
Sunday 3 December. 
Entries Close Thursday 14 September 
For more information go online to 
www.bowlsnsw.com.au or call the 
office on 02 92834555

By Ron King



Upcoming Events Social Media for 
Bowls NSWRay White Surfside Carnival

Gerringong BC - 8 to 9 - September
Inter-Zone Sides Championship 

Port City & Westport BCs - 9 to 11 -September 
Faraday Mens Over 50s Pairs

Engadine BC- 11 - September
Open Spring Classic Two Bowls Triples

Howlong BC - 12 to 13 - September
 Mixed Pairs Spring Tournament

Mourya BC - 14 to 15 - September
Springtime in Springwood

Springwood BC - 16 - September

 For more upcoming events go to
 www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

Contributions to 
the Newsletter

If you have a story and or photo that you 
would like to appear in the newsletter 
please email it to; 

tricia@bowlsnsw.com.au

All copy will be considered for publication,
no guarantee can be made as to if or when 
the story will be published. 

- But remember it will never be published 
if you don‘t send it in!

Grade 7 Pennants lived up to its well-
earned reputation of a hard grade 
to win, being so competitive and 

with the high standard of bowls, given 
the number of teams now competing in 
Grades 5, 6 and 7. 
Both Taren Point and Engadine did 
outstanding jobs as host venue clubs for 
the Rounds 1-3 sectional play.
The wind and chill of Friday and Saturday 
abated for the semi-final played at Taren 
Point on Sunday morning between Woy 
Woy, NBC Sports, East Maitland and Taree 

Railway, with the winners of the semi-finals 
being Woy Woy and Taree Railway.
In the final Woy Woy got off to an early start 
but by mid game the aggregate board was 
even and by 54 ends it was Woy Woy 55 
Taree Railway 49 with Woy Woy going on 
to win 64 - 60.
Woy Woy had a large group of supporters 
adding to the atmosphere of the final and 
Taree Railway fielded six players in the 
20 - 40  age group, a great experience for 
them and a promising future for the club.  

Grade 7 
Woy Woy Wins Title
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Full scores
for all grades 
can be found
on line at;
www.bowlsnsw.com.au

By Dennis Taylor


