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Grandviews and Olds Park Bowling Clubs  
played host to the cream of the lawn 
bowls talent from around NSW as hosts 
of the 2020 Inter-Zone and Senior Inter-
Zone Sides Championships from 10-15 
March.

The Championships kicked off on 
Tuesday 10 March with the senior sides, 
featuring the players aged 60 years and 
over before the open version players 
began their quest to be the supreme 
Zone on Friday 13 March.

Each of the Championships had a side 
of 12 players representing each of the 16 
zones from around NSW, bringing almost 
500 players and officials into the area and 
making a massive carnival of bowls.

Tuesday 10 March saw the opening 
sectional rounds of the Senior Inter-Zone, 
Wednesday the 3rd sectional round and 
quarter-finals. Thursday 12 March had the 
semi-finals and final of the senior event. 
The (open) Inter-Zone opening 2 rounds 
were played on Friday (13 March), round 
3 and quarter finals on Saturday and the 
semi-finals on Sunday 15 March.

Grandviews was the main host club 
and had play each day, while Olds Park 
hosted the sectional rounds and quarter-
finals on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday.

To watch all of the action go to 
www.nswbowls.golive.events 
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Welcome
Welcome to the March edition of 
Bowls Buzz which highlights the 
amazing stories from around NSW. 

We at Bowls NSW hope you are safe and 
well in this turbulant time. 

Please be advised that as from 4.00pm 
24 March the Bowls NSW Head Office 
will be shutdown. All staff have been 
advised that they are to take all leave 
entitlements until they are exhausted.

Please enjoy this issue of Bowls Buzz, 
we hope to have more news to report 
on in the next few months.

Bowls NSW understands that this crisis 
has created extremely uncertain times 
for all clubs, management and staff and 
members.

We will attempt to provide clubs with 
continual updates in what has become 
a very unpredictable and, at times, 
contradictory, issue.

For more information please online to 
our website - www.bowlsnsw.com.au 
and Facebook Page - 
www.facebook.com/bowlsnsw. 
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Senior Inter-Zone Sides Championships Winners- Illawarra Zone 16 

Senior Inter-Zone Sides Championships Runners up - South Coast Zone 7 

Senior Inter-Zone Sides Championships  

Illawarra (Zone 16) has taken out the 2020 
Senior Inter-Zone Sides Championships, 
beating South Eastern NSW in the final at 
Grandviews.

Illawarra were all but out of the 
championship in the latter stages of 
their Round 3 clash against Newcastle 
in Round 2, but after storming home to 
record a single shot victory in that game 
the side powered to the title.

Illawarra jumped to an early lead against 
South Eastern NSW and then pushed out 
to a 20 shot lead by the half way stage, 
before a great fightback saw the score 
difference close to just 6 shots.

Illawarra rallied and extinguished the 
comeback effort, pushing the score back 
out to 63-47 to seal victory with one end 
left unplayed.

South Eastern NSW impressed in their 
semi-final, resisting a spirited effort from 
Sydney South West (Zone 12) to claim 
a 60-56 win, while Illawarra outplayed 
defending Champions Sydney Northern 
(Zone 9) 58-47.

To watch all of the action go to 
www.nswbowls.golive.events 

Winners Zone 16
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Runner up Zone 7



Senior Inter-Zone Sides Championships    
Four Zones remained alive in the quest to become 
the 2020 NSW Senior Inter-Zone Champions after the 
quarter finals were played at Grandviews and Olds 
Park Bowling Clubs on 11 March.

The top 2 placed sides from each of the four pools 
progressed to the knockout stage.

At Grandviews it was  a case of the second placed 
from each of the sections overcame the undefeated 
side. Illawarra (Zone 16) outlasted North Coast (Zone 
14) 56-54 to move into the semi-finals.

South Eastern NSW (Zone 7) turned around their 
morning loss to gain the early advantage over and 
then hold off Sydney Central & Southern (Zone 12) to 
claim a 57-51 victory.

At Olds Park, Sydney South West (Zone 12) finished at 
the top of their pool, despite a third round 58-66 loss 
to Mid-Western NSW (Zone 4). They recovered to hold 
off a spirited charge from 2018 champions Central 
Coast (Zone 15) to win 59-55.

Defending Champions Sydney Northern (Zone 9) was 
the only side remaining in the competition to have not 
tasted defeat, recording a perfect record in sectional 
play and then hammering Hunter (Zone 6) 80 -19 in a 
quarter final conceded after 54 ends.

Inter-Zone Senior
Sides  Semi Final



Inter-Zone Sides Championships Winners- Illawarra Zone 16 

Inter-Zone Sides Championships Runner up - Zone 13 

Inter-Zone Sides Championships  

Illawarra (Zone 16) are the 2020 Inter-
Zone Sides Champions after winning the 
final over Sydney Central & Southern 
(Zone 13) at Grandviews today (15 
March).

In doing so, Illawarra completed a rare 
double, winning the Inter-Zone and Senior 
Inter-Zone Sides Championships in the 
one year. Illawarra is one of only 2 Zones 
to have achieved the feat, having last 
captured the double in 2010. Sydney 
South West is the other to have achieved 
the double, in 2016.

Sydney Central & Southern started 
the final in fine form, edging ahead of 
the Illawarra side in the opening ends. 
Illawarra then claimed quick-fire counts 
of 6, 3 and 1 across the green to shift the 
momentum and gain the lead.

The Metropolitan Zone fought back 
several times, but each time Illawarra 
countered before moving to edging 
ahead in closing stages to hold an 
unassailable 70-53 lead after 61 ends.

Sydney Central & Southern started the 
day in magnificent form, dominating the 
scoring in the semi-final over Sydney 
Northern (Zone 9) 74-29.

Illawarra faced a tougher battle against 
Hunter (Zone 6). Illawarra edged ahead 
towards the end of the match before 
Hunter clawed their way back. Illawarra 
then managed to reduce the count 
on the final end to hold on for a 58-55 
victory.

Winners Zone 16
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Runner up Zone 13



Wet weather affected the quarter finals 
and forced the matches to be shortened, 
having little effect on three of the games 
where one side conceded victory.

Sydney Central & Southern (Zone 13), 
Illawarra (Zone 16) and Hunter (Zone 
6) each had significant leads when the 
games were conceded, eliminating South 
Eastern NSW (Zone 7), South Western 
NSW (Zone 8) and North Eastern NSW 
(Zone 3).

The major news from the quarter finals 
was that Sydney Northern eliminated 

The battle for quarter final qualification 
was well and truly alive after a ensational 
first day of play at Grandviews and Olds 
Park Bowling Clubs on 13 March.

Three sides battled for two places in 
Section 1. Sydney Central & Southern 
(Zone 13) were in the prime position after 
winning their opening two clashes. The 
Metro powerhouse looked in trouble in 
the early stages against Far North Coast 
(Zone 1) before storming home to win 
66-51.

As happened in the Senior Inter-Zone, 
Illawarra (Zone 16) stumbled in their 
opening clash against Zone 13 before 
winning against Newcastle (Zone 2), 
the open side however won in a more 
emphatic fashion 66-51.

Inter-Zone 
Semi 
Finals

Quarter Final Showdown

Inter-Zone Sides Championships  
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defending champions Sydney South West 
(Zone 12). The three-time champions 
trailed 45-54 when the rain shortened 
duration of 54 ends was reached, ending 
their quest for a fourth straight title.

The performance of South Western NSW 
and North Eastern NSW to top their 
sections was a fantastic performance. 
It was the first time either Zone had 
progressed to the knockout phase in 
some time.

For South Eastern NSW the quarter 
final appearance added to a fantastic 
performance from their runner up 
performance in the Senior Inter-Zone.

The semi finals of the Inter-Zone 
Sides Championship are scheduled 
to commence at 9AM at Grandviews 
Bowling Club.

To watch all of the action go to 
www.nswbowls.golive.events 

Sydney Central & Southern was certain to 
progress with 2 rink wins over Newcastle. 
Illawarra would progress if they won 
all three rinks over Far North Coast. 
Newcastle would certainly qualify if they 
win and win 2 or more rinks.

In Section 2, South Western NSW (Zone 8) 
were the only side with 2 wins and have 
guaranteed themselves a quarter-final 
berth. North Coast (Zone 14) and South 
East NSW (Zone 7) both defeated Greater 
Western Sydney (Zone 5) and will play 
each other in Round 3 with the winner to 
advance.

In Section 3, powerhouse Sydney South 
West (Zone 12) fought back from an early 
deficit against Sydney North West (Zone 
10) to record a smashing 75-51 Round 
2 victory and maintain a perfect points 

record. Zone 12 advanced while the 
second side to qualify is an interesting 
equation. Sydney North West will qualify 
if they win 2 rinks against Hunter (Zone 
6). Hunter can qualify if they win all rinks 
over Sydney North West. Mid Western 
NSW (Zone 4) face the tough ask of 
winning all rinks against Sydney South 
West and Need Hunter to beat Sydney 
North West.

In Section 4 North West NSW (Zone 3) has 
won both of their opening games. Sydney 
Northern (Zone 9) will qualify if they win 
against North West NSW. Central Coast 
(Zone 15) can be certain to progress if 
they beat Manning and win on all three 
rinks. Manning (Zone 11) may still qualify 
by beating Central Coast as long as North 
West NSW beat Sydney Northern.
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The ACT won the Quadrangular Series 
from NSW, Norfolk Island and Lord Howe 
Island at the Belconnen Club this week.  

As the forecast was for bad weather on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 3 games of 15 
ends were played on Tuesday.

 NSW drew 1 rink each vs Norfolk Island 
in the 1st Game, lost both rinks to ACT 
in the 2nd Game, won both rinks vs Lord 
Howe Island in the 3rd Game.

Quadrangula Series

ACT managed to win a rink each against 
NFI and LHI to finish on 4 rink wins + 17 – 
NSW finished on 3 rink wins + 30.

A decision as made on Wednesday 
morning to abandon the rest of the event 
and declare the winner from Day 1.  Both 
ACT teams won four matches out of the 
six played.

ACT:  

Dave Lalor (Skip), Geoff Brewis, Tony 
Holmes, Bill Donovan, Rod Mackenzie 
(Skip), Terry Jarvie, Pat Canny, Jim 
Saunders

NSW:

Greg Helm, Matt Goodwin, John Ellison, 
Vince Beard Peter Hughes, Tony Rogers, 
Greg Wilkins, Neil Williams

Norfolk:  

Jeff Pledger, Teddy Evans, Jerry Nadurak, 
Neil Williams, Dave Smith, Steve 
Matthews, Rob Adams, Mark Carroll

Lord Howe: 

John De Russet, Howie Desmet, Peter 
Barton, Kevin Brown, Clive Wilson, N Tyler, 
J Mcsomoy, B Eriksen

Final Results

ACT - 8 points, margin +18

NSW -6 points, margin +30

Norfolk Island - 6 points, margin +15

Lord Howe Is - 4 points, margin -65



Is your club paying too 
much on energy bills?

Get a FREE energy comparison

• We have saved NSW Bowling Clubs 
over $150,000* 

• Could your club benefit from cheaper 
energy bills?

(02) 8880 5510 bowls-nsw.mic.energy
$3,000*

Average
   savings of 

per club

*

* We found average savings of $3000 (where savings identified) across 50 clubs between 2017-2020.

Want to give your members some social 
Interaction with appropriate distances?

Autom8 now offers a dedicated channel 
to stream all the action from past Bowls 
NSW events, live to TV screens in your 
venue.

They can customise the scheduled 
broadcast of any past event to any club 
at any time, giving you the opportunity to 
schedule a regular viewing time for your 
members and combine it with an activity 
in your club. 

And once Bowls NSW tournaments 
start again, you can broadcast the 
tournaments LIVE into your view. 

Essentially giving your bowling members 
a dedicated bowls TV channel!

This not only improves the core function 
of your organisation, but also amplifies 

Missing Bowls ?
your day-time trade… and helps viewers 
to watch the game the old-fashioned 
way… with their mates at the club!

In order to help your members 
missing playing the game, 

Now is the time to get connected.

Try it for free for 4 weeks at your 
club

Autom8 ship the device to your club then 
arrange for their technician to install it.

It can be plugged into a single TV (using 
Wi-Fi if necessary), but the true power 
of this service is as a networked display 
throughout the venue.

Contact Autom8 for more 
information by going online to 
www.autom8.design
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To advertise your club tournaments or if you have a story or article you 
would like to submit for consideration to be included in the Bowls Buzz 
Newsletter please send full information to Bowlsnsw@bowlsnsw.com.au
For more upcoming events go to www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

Bowls NSW COVID-19 update  

Update 24/3/2020

As you are no doubt aware as of Monday 
23rd March at 12 Noon ALL Clubs were 
forced to shutdown by government and 
stricter self-distance protocols have been 
put in place.

We urge all club administrators to keep 
up to date with all changes and news 
regarding assistance relief via Clubs NSW 
and other links available on our web 
page.

Please take particular interest in relief 
for businesses with less than $50 million 
revenue. These will be provided as 
automatic credits by ATO.

For Directors, please note that there is 
relief for trading insolvent.

Bowls NSW are aware of a Clubs NSW 
circular released at 9.00am today 
(Tuesday 24th March) advising that clubs 
may continue to permit or facilitate 
games on their greens, however they 
cannot allow people to assemble or meet 
in the clubhouse.

Bowls NSW will investigate this situation 
to ascertain the most appropriate 
guidance for Clubs and to what 
OFFICIALLY can be/cant be done and 
provide an update as quickly as possible.

The Bowls NSW Board and Senior Staff 
are working through all options currently 
available to provide relief for clubs in 
terms of affiliation fees and the impact 
for the sport, which will include the 2020 
and 2021 seasons.

We will update via this page as soon as 
any information is available.

An update on all events currently 
suspended will be given following a 
review with Board to take place on 31st 
March.

Please note those events already 
cancelled by notice on 19 March.

Please be advised that as from 4.00pm 
today the Bowls NSW Head Office 
will be shutdown. All staff have been 

advised that they are to take all leave 
entitlements until they are exhausted.

Bowls NSW understands that this crisis 
has created extremely uncertain times 
for all clubs, management and staff and 
members.

We will attempt to provide clubs with 
continual updates in what has become 
a very unpredictable and, at times, 
contradictory, issue.

If you have any queries, phone messages 
will only be checked intermittently and 
best contact is:  
enquiries@bowlsnsw.com.au

We urge everyone to continue practicing 
safe hygiene and self-distancing 
measures and to limit travel times as 
much as possible.

Please stay safe and together we will 
come through this crisis, a stronger, more 
resilient sport for everyone to enjoy for 
years to come.


