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Player Awards
Tickets now available!

NSW State
Championships

Rookies
State Finals

Welcome

What a month of great bowls!
The start of the month saw 
some great up and coming 

talent with the State Rookies finals 
played at Raymond Terrace. The State 
Championships played at Ettalong 
was a showcase of the cream of NSW 
bowls, and as part of our commitment 
to our members we live streamed over 
20 hours of the action. If you want to 
catch up on any of the games or relive 
the excitement you can view the live 
streams via our website. Bowls NSW is 
excited to announce that the tickets 
for the 2017 Player Awards are now 
available. Remember to get in quick as 
this popular event sells out fast! 
To purchase tickets go to
www.bowlsnsw.com.au 
or call the office on 02 9283 4555 .

T      he Bowls NSW Player Awards is 
the pinnacle event of the bowling 
year, and is a night we give well 

deserved recognition to the outstanding 
achievements of our clubs and players 
during the previous season.
The 2017 Player Awards will be held on 
Wednesday 21 February 2018. Tickets are 
now available for purchase.
We are pleased to announce the 2017 

Player Awards will again be held at the 
prestigious Kirribilli Club in Lavender 
Bay, with sweeping views of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. This venue provides the 
perfect backdrop to this important event. 

To book your tickets, go online to:
bowlsnsw.com.au, email
marketing@bowlsnsw.com.au
or call 02 9283 4555

The Neutral Bay Club (founded 1898) 
hosted the 3rd Annual Centenarians 
Gala Day on 24 September.

 The 11 participating clubs were Manly 
(1882), North Sydney (1888), Ashfield 
(1889), Waverley (1893), Randwick 

(1894), Chatswood (1900), Mosman (1902), 
Warringah (1903), Beecroft (1914) and 
Killara (1916).
The day of mixed fours began the day, 
followed by two sets of seven ends before 
lunch and one set afterwards. Waverley 
collected top honours on the day, with 
Chatswood runners-up.
There are currently 17 clubs on the Sydney 
Centenarian‘s Honour Roll, the above 11 
clubs plus Balmain (1880), Gladstone Park 
(1898), Hunter‘s Hill (1901), Warrawee 
(1907), Cheltenham (1914) and Pratten Park 
(1914).

2017 Player Awards Tickets
 now on sale

Centenarians
Gala Day
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State 
Championships
Singles 

State  Championships Pairs

Aron Sherriff has taken out the coveted NSW 
State Singles Championship. David Ferguson 
(Engadine) held the advantage in the early 

stages, moving to a 10-5 lead before Aron Sherriff 
(Ettalong), on the back of some great draw bowls 
some spectacular conversions, won six ends in a 
row to lead 16-10. Ferguson then settled, stringing 
together some scores to move back into the lead. 
The lead changed again with exchanges of trebles, but Sherriff won 
four consecutive ends to move out to 26-20. Ferguson clawed back 
to to trail 28-29 but Sherriff converted on the final 2 ends to take the 
Championship 31-28.
Ferguson booked his place in the final with a strong finish to beat 
Andrew Rees (Kurri Kurri) 31-21. Ferguson, the reigning Australian 
Indoor Singles Champion, opened the scoring, claiming 3 shots on 
the opening 2 ends. Rees then signaled his intentions with a single, 
a double and then a full count of 4 shots. Ferguson replied well, 
collecting a double before also collecting a full count. The players 
were locked into a great contest until Ferguson collected a treble 

to move to a 17-15 advantage. From there, Ferguson lifted his 
intensity to dominate the scoring. He won four consecutive ends 
to move to 23 and then got the better of the finish to run away to 
a 31-21 victory.
Sherriff confirmed his status as one of Australia’s elite players with 
a clinical performance against Lee Stinson (Orange Ex-Services 
Country Club). Stinson played very well but Sherriff almost always 
had the perfect reply. Stinson held on in the early stages keeping 
Sherriff to a lead of 14-9 but Sherriff went into overdrive, conceding 
only one more end as he steamrolled to a 31-10 victory.

Ashley Mitchell and Carl Healey of Cabramatta have claimed 
the 2017 NSW State Pairs title. Lee Trethowan and Aron 
Sherriff were looking to secure an unprecedented hat-trick 

of titles and had the hopes of their home club crowd on their side at 
Ettalong Bowling Club, but the Cabramatta Bull Ants pair grabbed 
the early advantage collecting a 4 on the third end and a 3 on the 

fifth to take an early 8-2 advantage.
Trethowan and Sherriff then appeared to be on a roll and well 
on their way to becoming the first pair to win three consecutive 
NSW State Pairs titles, a five-end winning streak taking them to a 
10-8 lead. Mitchell and Healey then collected another big count, 4 
giving them back the lead, but Sherriff appeared to steady the ship, 
regaining the lead by collecting a 3 to take the score to 13-12 after 
12 ends.
Thirteen proved to be the unlucky number for the Ettalong Eagles, 
with the Bull Ants winning five ends in a row, collecting counts of 2, 
2, 1, 1 and 4 to blow the game to 22-13. A single to Sherriff and 18th 
end got them off 13 before a double to Healey had him lead 24-14 
with 2 ends to play.
Trethowan and Sherriff breathed life into the final and gave the 
home-crowd hope that their heroes would secure the historic third 
consecutive title with a massive count of 6 to cut the lead to just 4 
shots. The task of scoring another big count proved too difficult and 
with Sherriff chasing the big score, Healey capitalised to score 2 and 
take the title 26-20.

By Andrew Lynn

By Andrew Lynn
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Our 2016 Volunteer of the Year 
winner, Cecily Johnson, is a 
heavily involved community 

member of Cumnock Bowls Club in 
rural NSW. Cecily’s husband was an 
active member of their club as a director 
and she has been involved in bowls 
since she can remember, spending 4-5 
days per week in the club plus working 
all bowls events. 
Cecily volunteers at Cumnock BC 
across many areas from gardening and 
cleaning to cooking meals for bowls 
days and helping with administration. 
She works closely with the club’s 
manager, Kerrie, who nominated her 
for last year’s award. “Bowls has helped 
us form such a great relationship, a 
lifelong friendship,” Cecily said of Kerrie. 
After making the 5-hour drive to Sydney, 
Cecily spent the day sightseeing around 
the city and harbour before heading 
to the Players Awards at Kirribilli Club 

that night. Staying in a beautiful old-
style lodge in Sydney’s North, Cecily 
was honoured and shocked to be 
nominated for the award, let alone 
winning on the night! “I just love being 
involved with the community and the 
people, especially the big bowls days 
with the crowds!” Cecily is looking 
forward to continuing to play bowls 
socially with her club, planning this 
year’s club Christmas Party and using 
her travel voucher over the holiday 
break with her family.
To make a nonination for the 2017 
Volunteer of the Year award go to 
www.bowlsnsw.com.au or call the 
marketing team on 02 92834555

Volunteer of the Year 
Nominations Open

State 
Championships
Triples

Belrose put in a dominant performance over Port City to be 
crowned 2017 NSW State Triples Champions.
Crawford Linton, Matt Blackburn and Steve Rawlings (Belrose) 

had all the answers against Bryce Stewart, Callum Murray and Jack 
Lewis (Port City) in the State Triples. They led by 11 shots after 8 ends. 
From there the Port City combination kept pace, but could not make 
a significant dent in the margin. The experience of Steve Rawlings 
at skip showed, he played superb and class shots to hold the young 
Koalas at bay.
Port City struggled in the early stages of their semi-final clash with 
Tuncurry Beach (David Richardson, Steve Harris and Matt Sargeant). 
Sargeant’s team was in scintillating touch and stormed to a 10-3 lead. 
Port City then surged back into contention, winning four of the next 
five ends to drag the deficit back to a single shot, 11-12.
The momentum then swing back to the Tuncurry Beach boys as they 
scored a single, a four and two counts of 2 and conceding only three 
singles to lead 22-14, with only 2 ends remaining a seemingly match 
winning lead.
Port City drew close on the penultimate end and Tuncurry were 
unlucky, with Steve Harris narrowly missing the jack and Matt Sargeant 
slipping through a narrow gap between jack and bowl twice, allowing 
the deficit to be halved leading in to the last end.
The Port City boys rose to the pressure on the final end, drawing 
four shots and just missing out on an umpire’s measure for the fifth, 
sending the game to a sudden death extra end.
The extra end started with Bruce Stewart nailing the jack and Port 
City establishing great position. Tuncurry Beach disturbed the head 

but Jack Lewis piled on the pressure, drawing a front toucher with his 
last bowl. Sargeant almost pulled off the miracle finish with the final 
bowl of the match, making contact with the shot bowl to move the 
jack towards his own waiting bowl. The jack, however, rolled a few 
centimetres short of the distance needed, Port City keeping the shot 
and progressing to the final.
Belrose booked their place in the final with a strong performance 
against Wallacia (Steve Wilcock, Mick Thorne & Matt Slager). Belrose 
won the start, leading 11-7 after 8 ends and then taking a stranglehold 
on the game with a run of 7 winning ends to stretch to a 21-7 lead. 
The Wallacia Wildcats played well, but the Belrose Bulls had all of the 
answers, taking the game 28-15.

By Andrew Lynn
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Narooma were hailed as the first 
Champions of the 2017 NSW State 
Champions played at Ettalong Bowling 

Club, claiming the State Fours title.
Keith Pickett, Peter Hattam, John Breust 
and Jay Breust claimed a stunning victory 
over the star-studded Taren Point line-up of 
Mike Nagy (NZ-Representative), John Green 
(NSW-Representative), David Axon (Wales 
representative) and Wayne Turley (Australian 
representative).
Taren Point started the final in commanding 

fashion, scoring 4,3 and 1 to lead 8-0 after just 
3 ends and then leading 10-1 after 5 ends. 
From there, Breust rallied his troops to win 7 
of the next 8 ends and establish a 16-11 lead.
Turley, who recently announced that he 
would leave his long-term ‘home’ of Taren 
Point where he was the bowls coordinator to 
take up a position at Tweed Heads, revived 
his chances of making his last match in 
Taren Point colours a state final win with five 
consecutive singles tying the score at 16-16 
with two ends to play.

The Narooma lads spoiled the party, scoring 
2 shots on each of the 19th and 20th ends to 
lead 20-16.
Turley then faced the desperate task of 
manufacturing four shots to keep the dream 
alive, killing two ends in the process. Tight 
bowls on the last end left Turley a slim chance 
of a dream finish, but with the last bowl of 
the match he was marginally narrow, leaving 
the last end tied (one bowl from each team 
touching the jack) and Narooma to celebrate 
winning a State Championship.

Energy rates just 
went up. Could we 
help yours go down?

Since 1 July, many Australian energy retailers increased their rates. 
Which means you could be paying too much for your energy.

As the official energy partner of Bowls NSW, Make It Cheaper provides 
a free energy comparison service. You’ll either find a better deal on 
electricity or know for sure you’re already on a great rate. Win-win.

How much could you save?

Call (02) 8077 0151
for a free bill comparison

Click HERE
to upload your energy bill
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State Championships Fours
By Andrew Lynn



The Narooma lads spoiled the party, scoring 
2 shots on each of the 19th and 20th ends to 
lead 20-16.
Turley then faced the desperate task of 
manufacturing four shots to keep the dream 
alive, killing two ends in the process. Tight 
bowls on the last end left Turley a slim chance 
of a dream finish, but with the last bowl of 
the match he was marginally narrow, leaving 
the last end tied (one bowl from each team 
touching the jack) and Narooma to celebrate 
winning a State Championship.

State Championships 
President Reserve Pairs

State Championships 
President Reserve 
Singles
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In the State President’s Reserve Pairs final, 
Mark Spatford and Geoff Prisk of Nelson Bay 
made a great start against Garry O‘Brien and 

Peter McMurtrie of Wiseman Park Wollongong 
City, leading 10-2 after 7 ends. The Illawarra pair 
then found their way, fighting their way back 
into the game. They closed the gap to trail by 5 
shots with 2 ends to play. However the Nelson 
Bay boys steadied, scoring on the penultimate 
end to lead 18-12. Needing to create a 6 to 
force an extra end proved too tough, the ‘Park’ 
managing to score a single to leave the Nelson 
Bay Marlins the Champions 18-13.

Lee Forster (Club Maitland City) claimed the 2017 State 
President’s Reserve Singles Championship with a spectacular 
comeback win over Kane Gray (Ryde X Phoenix).

Gray made the most of his opportunities in the opening stages, 
leading 18-8 and then 24-13 before Forster piled on the pressure, 
forcing Gray to start running at the head. Forster won five 
consecutive ends to trail 25-26. Scores were then locked at 27-27 
and then 28-28. Gray appeared to have the advantage edging to 30, 
but Forster capitalised on a wayward end from Gray to score a 3 and 
claim the match 31-30.
The State President’s Reserve Singles semi-finals were contrasting 
games. Gray dominated his encounter with Wayne O’Neill 
(Lansdowne) to record a 31-12 victory while Forster ground out 
a tough win over Reg Harris (Sylvania). Harris had established an 
early 10-5 lead but Forster fought back to lead 11-10. Harris then 
looked to take a firm grip on the game, winning five ends in a row to 
establish a 20-11 advantage. Forster again fought back, once again 
taking the lead 24-23. The players traded shots to square the game 
at 29 apiece before Forster took the game, scoring a double to reach 
the required score of 31.

By Andrew Lynn

By Andrew Lynn
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State Championships 
Senior Singles

Ian “Rocky” Stone (Kempsey Macleay RSL) gained the upper 
hand over Peter Hughes (Engadine), dominating the early 
stages of the State Senior Singles final to lead 9-3. Hughes then 

bounced back into contention, a pair of doubles cutting the 
lead to 2 shots. Rocky then moved to a position of dominance, 
a full count opening a run of four consecutive ends to move 
to a 10 shot lead. Hughes moved up to 10 shots with a double 
and a single before Stone won 3 in a row to extend his lead to 
21-10. Hughes hopes lifted with a triple, but from there Rocky 
dominated to go on to win 31-13, consigning Hughes to being 
runner-up in the NSW State Senior Singles final in consecutive 
years.
In the semi-finals, Peter Hughes opened well against Neil Burkett 
(Merrylands) moving out to a 7-3 lead early. Burkett answered 
to close the lead to 7-6 but Hughes regained the advantage by 
winning 6 consecutive ends to lead 14-6. Burkett answered with 
three singles before Hughes took control of the scoring, building 
his score while conceding few shots to compile a 31-16 win.
Rocky Stone had a great start against Mick Beesley (Beresfield), 
leading 8-0, 12-3 and then 16-6 before Beesley scored a double 
and a triple and then clawed his way back into the match. 
Beesley won 7 ends to 4 in the closing stages to close to 26-
29. Rocky would not be denied, scoring the double required to 
claim the match 31-29.
Engadine enjoyed having the runner-up in both the State Singles 
and State Senior Singles - only the second time a club has had 
a player in each of the finals in the one year. The last club to have 

this achievement was Halekulani in 2008 when Aron Sherriff was 
runner-up in the State Singles and Phil Flippence runner up in the 
State Senior Singles.

State Championships 
Senior Pairs

The State Senior Pairs was captured by the Taree West 
combination of Mal Drury and Errol Ruprecht after they won 
their final at Ettalong Bowling Club. 

The Taree West pair were subline in their Final win over Alan 
Messiter and Neville Connor (Cowra). The Taree West pair made all 
the running, jumping to an early lead and then powering home to 
capture the title with a 27-6 victory.
Drury and Ruprecht started strongly in their semi-final against Jeff 
Rankin and Don Cooper (Moruya). The y led 7-0 after 5 ends and 
then 13-3 after 11 ends. Moruya fought back to trail 8-15 after 16 
ends before the Taree West team pushed the lead back to 10 shots 
with a single and double. Moruya scored a single and then a 4 to 
trail by 5 with one end to play, but a single on the final end ensured 
that Taree West reserved their place in the decider. The Cowra Pair 

By Andrew Lynn

By Andrew Lynn



John Boumelhem (West Leagues) is the 
2017 NSW Rookies Singles Champion, 
winning the final over Darren Conroy 

(Wagga Rules) at Raymond Terrace.
The Central Sydney bowler had the 
better start to the final, but Conroy 
scored a count of 4 to level the scores at 
6-6. Boumelhem then answered with a 
counts of 3, 1, 3 and 2 to seize control of 
the game at 15-6. Conroy scored a single, 
but Boumelhem then scored on the next 
two ends to take the title with a 17-7 win. 
Boumelhem claimed his place in the final 
with a strong win over Terry Morrison 
(Westport). The Wests Leagues player set 
up his win with a dominant start to the 

game, winning the opening 4 ends to set 
up a 9-0 lead. From there Morrison kept 
the scoring even, but the strong start of 
Boumelhem allowed him to take the game 
17-7.
The 2017 Rookies Pairs title has been won 
by the Kurri Kurri ‘Cannons’ pair of Greg 
Musgrove and Peter Sumner, winning 
the final over Aydan Murphy and Tim 
Cavanough (Corrimal) at Raymond Terrace.
The opening half of the final was a see-
sawing affair, with Musgrove consistently 
drawing close and Cavanough converting, 
Kurri with their nose ahead 6-5 after 6 
ends. The Kurri duo scored a 3 on the 7th 
end to edge ahead 9-5 and then took the 

ascendancy with a further count of 3 on 
the 8th end to lead 12-5 with four ends 
to go. The Corrimal pair looked into fight 
back into the match, holding shots on the 
9th end before the Kurri skipper ripped 
the jack into the ditch and claimed 2 more 
shots to take a very firm grip on the final 
with a 14-5 lead.
Kurri then tightened their stranglehold 
with a count of 2 to lead 16-5 after 10 
ends, then with Corrimal chasing a big 
count to stay in the match scored a count 
of 3 to close out the match 19-5, Corrimal 
conceding the match with one end to play.

By Andrew Lynn
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Bowls NSW Rookies



Upcoming Events Social Media for 
Bowls NSW

Deua River Men‘s2 Bowl Triples
Moruya BC - 18 to 19  November

Champion of Club Champions 
Kiama - 21-24 November

Versatility 4S Mixed Carnival
Gulgong BC- 25 November

NSW U25 Singles State Finals
Cabramatta - 25  November

 
 For more upcoming events go to
 www.bowlsnsw.com.au/events

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

@bowlsnsw

Contributions to 
the Newsletter

If you have a story and or photo that you 
would like to appear in the newsletter 
please email it to; 

tricia@bowlsnsw.com.au

All copy will be considered for publication,
no guarantee can be made as to if or when 
the story will be published. 

- But remember it will never be published 
if you don‘t send it in!

Bowl 4 
Dreams
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Grab your mates and families, raise funds and change lives 
with barefoot bowling at your local club! The aim is to have 
fun and raise funds for Dreams2Live4 a charity making 

dreams come true for adult cancer patients.  
It’s as easy as 1-2-3!
1. Book your local bowls club 
2. Invite your co-workers, friends and family
3. Collect a donation to Dreams2Live4 from players and have fun!
A great way to share bowls, your club and kindness for a great 
cause. 
What Is Dreams2Live4?
Battling an aggressive cancer drains families of hope, joy and 
finances. Tests, treatments and terrible news wears patients 
down until the family are at breaking point. By offering patients a 

chance to dream, we reignite control and optimism in their lives. 
Conversations change and so does the outlook of patients and 
their families.
Our Dreamers are from 17 years old, from all walks of life, with all 
types of cancer, and they all have their own unique dreams. Some 
ask to meet their idols, others long to create lasting memories for 
those they leave behind with family photographs, getaways and 
family reunions. Or it could be as simple as having their hair done 
so the nurses see them at their best. 
Bring joy to cancer patients and change lives. Register now for 
Bowl4Dreams!
To register go to www.dreams2live4.org.au. 
Groups from 2 to 200 – all ages and fitness!
Email louise@dreams2live4.org.au or call Louise on 0400 914 375


